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Pastor Daniel Hofmann 
Appointed to RCUMC 
Effective July 1st 
 

We are pleased to announce the  

appointment of Rev. Daniel Hofmann as 

pastor to our congregation effective 

July 1, 2021. 

Pastor Daniel Hoffman and his wife, 

Wava, were recently introduced to our 

Leadership Team by Rev. Jodie Flessner, 

our District Superintendent. This intro-

duction was made on behalf of Bishop 

David Bard, who set this appointment. 

Pastor Daniel comes to us from the Leland Community UMC, where he has 

served as pastor during the past seven years. As he has shared with our Leadership 

Team, Pastor Daniel was born and raised in Switzerland, and he and Wava are  

parents of three adult children and grandparents to three precious ones. Wava is 

also a pastor, and her passion for mission has called her to the Northport Indian 

Mission UMC, where she will continue to serve. 

Before being called into the ministry, Pastor Daniel worked as an investigative 

journalist for one of the major Swiss newspapers. He is a graduate of Michigan 

State University and United Theological Seminary in Dayton. In his spare time, 

Pastor Daniel enjoys reading and writing, traveling, hiking, biking and exploring 

wild places. Pastor Daniel’s gifts and abilities are many and his experience is rich. 

We look forward to getting to know him better! We also look forward to greeting 

the Hofmanns’ canine family member, “Uors!” Uors is a Bernese Mountain Dog, 

his name is a Swiss-German word for “bear” and is pronounced “orse.” 

Bishop Bard has appointed Pastor Daniel to our church ¾ time, and ¼ time to 

Brooks Corners UMC in Evart. While this is a new arrangement for us, we are 

confident that the shared assignment will work well for both churches. Details are 

still being worked out and will be shared as more is known, but feel free to ask any 

questions you may have. 

We are excited to soon welcome Pastors Daniel and Wava, and to share his 

ministry within our church and in our community. Please hold Daniel and Wava in 

prayer during the upcoming months of transition. In the meantime, we also pray 

for Pastor Kristen and Chris as they begin their transition to Cheboygan. We will 

be celebrating their ministry with us, thanking them for their service, and praying 

God’s blessing upon their future. Our thanks and prayers for the work of Bishop 

Bard and his Cabinet as they continue to discern God’s will in the appointment 

process. 

It is with gratitude and hope we announce this new pastoral appointment. May 

God bless this ministry, and the sharing of Christ’s faithful and enduring love. 

In His Service with you, 

the RCUMC Leadership Team 

https://www.facebook.com/Reed-City-United-Methodist-Church-278405102189126/
http://www.reedcityumc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Reed-City-United-Methodist-Church-278405102189126/


May 2 
 

Communion Sunday 
“The True Vine” 

Acts 8:26-40; John 15:1-8 

Liturgist: Sheri Thompson 
 

May 9 
 

Mother’s Day 
“Fruit Bearing Love” 

Acts 10:44-48; John 15:9-17 

Liturgist: Sheila Teesdale 

 

May 16 
 

Ascension Sunday 
“From What Was to What Is” 
Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11 

Liturgist: David Ball 

May 23 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
“To Your Advantage” 

Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

Liturgist: Timothy Locker 

 

May 30 
 

Trinity Sunday 
“For God So Loved the World” 
Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17 

Liturgist: Linda Stieg 

 

Worship Opportunities in May 
In-Person • 10 am Sundays 

and Live-Streamed On Our Facebook Page  

and YouTube Radio 97.3 • 10 am Sundays 
 

Our Church Staff: 
Rev. Kristen Coristine, Pastor 
Carolyn Sims, Office Manager 

Sally Andrews, Organist 

Jim Thompson, Handbell Music Coordinator 
Courtney Piercey, Chancel Choir Director 
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Every year around this time funny memes seem to circulate social media. One of my  

favorites is the one pictured here. To translate it out of “text speak” it means, “You Only Live 

Once (YOLO). Laugh out loud (LOL), just kidding (JK). Be right back (BRB)”. It is  

essentially a play on the reality that the disciples (and everyone else) initially thought the  

Crucifixion was the end, but it was really a new beginning. We are currently in the season of 

the church year known as Eastertide. This is the time of year where we remember and 

celebrate the time between the Resurrection and the Ascension, when Jesus returned to 

Heaven. At the Crucifixion the Disciples thought that Jesus was gone forever, that is, in fact, 

how death normally works, but He wasn’t gone forever. Instead, Jesus came back to live 

among them and continued to teach and guide them.  

Though he did come back to dwell among them, the reality is that the time would come when He would leave 

their physical presence on a more permanent basis. On the day of His ascension, even though Jesus had explained 

all of this to them, the disciples would stare dumb-founded into the sky. Try as they might, they simply couldn’t 

seem to get a handle of what was really happening. It took the words of angels to break their heavenly stare and 

re-focus them on what Jesus has told them they were to be doing.  

Here’s the thing. Yes, Jesus had actually left their physical presence, but He promised them the presence of the 

Holy Spirit to lead them and guide them. The disciples would become the new spiritual leaders and for a number 

of reasons, those positions would become much of a revolving door.  

In the United Methodist Church we have what is called an Itinerant System of pastoral leadership. Our  

pastor’s are appointed a year at a time at the pleasure of our Bishop. Now, as all things of quality tend to be, it’s 

nowhere near that simple, and our Bishop has a whole group of people who help him discern what are the best 

fits. Historically speaking. appointments never lasted more than two years, as there was a concern that if a pastor 

stayed too long, the people would find themselves tempted to worship the pastor rather than God. Over time we 

have found value in longer appointments, though there is still a focus on really discerning what pastor has the best 

gifts to meet the needs of a particular congregation.  

It is often said that we are a “laity led” denomination. This is meant to mean that the people are the real 

leaders of the local church, and that the pastor is there to offer guidance. More than being a “laity led” church I 

would say we need to be a “Holy Spirit led” church. Trusting that no matter what happens or who is “in charge” 

the Holy Spirit is ultimately at the head. You see when Jesus ascended the disciples felt very much alone and 

abandoned. It can feel very much the same way when there is a pastoral transition in the church. But, the same is 

true for us as was true for the disciples. Though Jesus left (and pastors will come and go), the Holy Spirit is with 

us always, and we can lean on His guidance.  

It can be hard to begin again, but we aren’t really at a beginning. We are simply taking the next step of the 

journey. God will continue to lead us in ministry, but like the disciples we need to shake it off and get back to the 

work of the Gospel. It’s time to spread the Good News!  

Transitions are hard. We can feel sad, angry, or even overwhelmed, but we can’t let it stop us. We need to 

push ever onward with the knowledge that no matter what, the God of the Universe loves us and wants to redeem 

us. We can’t let our grief weigh us down. So take a moment, feel sad if you must, but then shake it off and get 

ready for what God is about to do. You aren’t alone. You have the Holy Spirit and Pastor Daniel (who is the  

perfect match for what you need in this season) to guide you. May we all have the courage to step boldly into the 

next chapter! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kristen 

Pastor Kristen’s Page 
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Celebration of  Life Service 
for John Elton Todd 

A service will be held on Saturday, May 22 at 
the Stone Hatchery in Paris. It is an open 
house style event 11 am – 3 pm.  A brief service 
will be held at 11 am, followed immediately by a 
catered luncheon. Family will be present until 3 
pm for those who prefer a more socially  
distanced time period. The Todd girls and their 
families greatly appreciate the care and concern 
shown to their dear dad, especially this past 
year. God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva Williams will be 90 years old on May 1.  

Her family would like her 

to be showered with cards.  

Her address is: 

701 N. Main St., Hersey MI 49639 

Our sympathy, love and 

prayers are extended to the families 

and friends of Pat Kailing, brother 

of Joan Williams and Pam Vander-

hoof, who passed away April 8 at 

the age of 71; Dave Ebels, who 

passed away March 24 at the age of 

57; and Paul Ebels, who passed away April 20 at 

the age of 53. 

1 Eva Williams, Anna Hamner   

2 Megan Cooley 

4 Jennifer Formentin-Renaud 

8 Butch Porteous-Johnivan,  

 Mark & Mary Kienitz (A) 

11 David Banta, Jenelle Lockhart, Susan Toogood 

13 Ken Andrews, Elena Jacobson 

14 Rhonda Lockhart, 

 Jim & Susan Toogood (A) 

16 Joan Williams, 

 David & Rhoda Banta (A) 

16 Carrie Buss 

17 Nate Vanderhoof 

21 Marilyn Hicks, 

 Glen & Judy Hare (A) 

21 Grace Jacobson 

22 Steve Cox 

23 Rodnie Cook 

27 Lillian Vanderhoof 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT 

AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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AT HOME: Ron Ingraham; Linda Owen, recovering from shoulder surgery; 
Marilyn Cookingham, 

recovering from eye surgery; Gretchen Sayer,  

recovering from a car accident 
 

CANCER CONCERNS: Jennifer Formentin Renaud, Ezra Sims (Tammy Solis’ 
dad), Mary Kienitz, Waylon Brown (Dorothy Bregg’s grandson), Kolen Karns 
(Naomi Jobes’ great-nephew), Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s brother), Rose Stieg 
(Linda Stieg’s sister-in-law), Father Joe Fix, Jan Leusby Sims, Homer Filley (Nancy 
Filley’s brother), Geoff  Barto (Madelyn Barto’s son), Greg Hornbaker  
 

ON-GOING: Anna Lee White, Terry Kooiker, Jeanette Wilson, Doris Pontz,  

David Randall, Jerry and Sonia Peters, Pam Prichard, Stefani Thompson, Lois Bregg, 

Pat and Roger Mitchell, Butch and Jane Porteous Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie  

Kailing (Joan Williams’ niece), Marilyn Hicks, Jay Ball (David and Nedra Ball’s  

grandson), Tim Near, Judy Dettloff  
 

HOMEBOUND/IN CARE OR REHAB FACILITIES: Betsy Randall, Norma 

Bow, Rod Rugg, Gwen Ford, Janet Brinker, Joe Formentin, Doris Bittner (Sonia  

Peters’ step-mother), Mary Coon, Brent Sims (Gale Sims’ dad)  
 

FIRST RESPONDERS AND THOSE IN THE MILITARY:  

ACTIVE DUTY: Tyler Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) in Air Force, stationed in 

Idaho; Jordan Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) in Air Force stationed in Utah; 

Major Adam Betz (Tisa Thompson Betz’ husband) assigned to Lansing, living in 

Mt. Pleasant; Kyle Card (Bob Goldammer’s grandson) in Army, stationed in 

Sembach, Germany; Corporal Darrien Sweet (Linda Sweet’s grandson), deployed to 

the Middle East; Jonathon Platt (David & Nedra Ball’s grandson) USMC, stationed 

in Japan; Tiffany Delcastillo (Gretchen Sayer’s step-granddaughter) in Air Force, 

based out of  S. Carolina, deployed worldwide; Lieutenant Colonel Paul Clifford 

(Jane Porteous Johnivan’s son-in-law) in the Marines, stationed in California; 

Captain Jeremy Forman (Georgia Forman’s grandson) in Army, stationed at the 

Pentagon in Washington DC  
 

NATIONAL GUARD: Michaela Reed (Karen Webb’s great-niece)  

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT 

AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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New Digital Sign Coming Soon! 
 

We are pleased to announce a new ministry tool 
coming to our church. A Digital Sign. This will  
replace the signs that are currently on the bell tower. 
Being digital, the sign will allow us to advertise 
events and ministries as well as help us spread the 
Good News of the Gospel. While we have had 
some generous donations that are covering much of 
the cost, we need your help with the financing. If 
you have ever had to change the old sign, couldn’t 
read what has been posted, or simply want to be a 
part of our newest ministry opportunity, please 
consider making a donation. Every dollar helps! Be 
sure to designate on your envelope that your  
donation is for “The Sign.” With your help we can 
reach even more people for Jesus! 

Dear Friends, 

    Thank you for the cards and prayers while I was recovering from 

eye surgery. Each and every card made my day. 

    Marilyn Cookingham 

 

Dear Church Family, 

    I want to thank you for remembering me with your thoughts, prayers, phone calls and cards during my 

hospitalization. I am healing and doing much better, and able to eat more. 

 In Christian Love, 

 Ron Ingraham 

 

HELP NEEDED IN THE 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

(Raking and blowing leaves, general clean up) 

If you can help in any way, 

please contact  

Dwight and Sandy Gingrich (832-1788)  

or Lois Ingraham  (832-4830) 

SPECIAL  

MOTHER’S DAY  

OFFERING FOR 

HEIFER  

PROJECT 
 

Honor the women in your 

life with a gift to Heifer 

Project. Please indicate 

with your offering the 

name(s) of those you would like to honor. 

You can also email or call the church of-

fice with the information. Deadline is 

Sunday, May 2. A list of those honored 

will be in the bulletin on Mother’s Day, 

Sunday, May 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – ON WEDNESDAY! 

Sunday School has started, but we are meeting on  

WEDNESDAYS after school at 11:30 am! All ages of 

children are welcome. If we continue to have middle and 

high schoolers, hopefully, we can have separate classrooms 

for the young children and the older youth. 

If YOU are willing to help,  

please contact Linda Stieg (832-2880). 
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ATTENDANCE 
 

March 28: In Person 37; Online 87 

April 4: In Person 60; Online 138 

April 11: In Person 37; Online 122 

April 18: In Person 37; Online 100 
 

 

 

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR APRIL 
 

May 2: Sandy Gingrich, Carrie Buss 

May 9: Sandy Gingrich, Lola Thompson 

May 16: Betty Maples, Dave & Carol Posey 

May 23: Sandy Gingrich, Linda Stieg 

May 30: Sandy Gingrich, Brenda Marsh 

GENERAL FUND OFFERING 
 

March 28: $3,720.00 

April 4: $2,763.66 

April 11: $2,357.00 

April 18: $3,035.00 

 

 

The flower chart is no longer posted 

on the Narthex bulletin board. 

If you have a date  

you would like to provide  

altar flowers, please call the  

church office (832-9441). 

BIBLE STUDY 

MEETS  

WEDNESDAYS 

 AT 10 am 

IN THE CHURCH 

NARTHEX 

FOOD PANTRY  

ITEM OF THE MONTH: 

CANNED 

VEGETABLE 
(any type or brand) 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT 

AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE 

 

During the upcoming months of  pastoral transition, there will be a lot of  activity within the 

church and within the Leadership Team. Today, we share some highlights, and ask for your  

patience and your participation in this time of  “goodbyes” and “hellos.” Please reach out to any 

of  our Leadership Team members if  you have questions, and we will do our best to provide 

answers and updates as they become available. 

As Pastor Kristen’s time with us draws to a close, we are planning to celebrate her ministry and 

the Coristines’ friendship with a carefully planned “social” following worship on Sunday, June 13. 

Of  course, anything “social” is dependent on Covid issues, but we are confident that we can 

provide a special worship and sharing experience that day in a safe environment. Stay tuned for 

more information, and let us know if  you would like to help. 

Likewise, we are beginning plans to welcome Pastor Daniel and his wife, Pastor Wava, to our 

shared appointment with Brooks Corners UMC. Pastor Wava will be continuing her ministry with 

Northport Indian UMC, but we will look forward to getting to know her as she shares her time 

locally. There will be ongoing adjustments to make as we navigate how all of  this will work best, 

and flexibility and patience are appreciated during this process. We are excited to begin our new 

ministry with Pastor Daniel, and to assist the Hofmanns as they acclimate to new communities. 

Meetings/workshops with Pastor Daniel, Jodie Flessner (our D.S.) and Brooks Corners are taking 

place frequently, and more information will be shared as it is available. Look for update announce-

ments in your inbox, your mailbox, and on “One Call Tell All.” 

During upcoming Sunday mornings before/after worship, we will be snapping some casual  

photos of  willing subjects, to help Pastor Daniel/Wava connect our names with faces upon their 

arrival. Bring your smile, and say “cheese!” If  you have a photo of  yourself  you would like to 

share, please get it to us. More to follow. 

We are planning an outdoor “work bee” at the church on Saturday, April 24 in conjunction 

with the “Refresh Reed City” event in our community. Beginning at 9:00 am, we will spend a 

couple of  hours tidying/cleaning outside. We will have tasks organized for anyone willing to help. 

Those interested are also encouraged to help with the other “Refresh” projects throughout the 

city. Thanks to Trinity Lutheran Church for organizing the community effort! 

Here’s our sign! As recently announced, we have purchased an electronic sign for our bell 

tower. This will be a great asset in spreading information about our church events and will allow 

for the retirement of  the previous trailer sign, which was not in compliance with city regulation, is 

in need of  repair, and has served its time. We invite you to supplement other church funding and 

donations with your contribution toward the sign. To help with this, mark your gift designated to 

“the sign”.  THANK YOU!  (continued on next page) 



LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE, CONTINUED 
 

The need continues for a few additional sound and/or projection techs to serve on a rotating 

and substitute basis! No experience is necessary — training is provided — schedule is flexible. See 

Mark or Chris on Sunday after worship, or call the church office. This is important to our  

in-person, radio, and online worship audiences! Thanks! 

Happy news! Recently, Linda Stieg has offered a “Wednesday Sunday School” to local school 

students. At this writing, almost a dozen students have loved spending time at our church with 

Ms. Linda after school, with the assistance of  Lola Callaghan and Gracie Jacobson. This is very 

new, but we are excited to see where this ministry might lead! Interested in helping? Reach out to 

Linda!   

AND – Formative work is being done in anticipation of  an awesome VBS this summer. Stay 

tuned for more information. Assistance is needed — can YOU help with this vital ministry? Our 

kids need VBS now more than ever! 

Other quick mentions: Church finances are stable; many thanks to our congregation for  

sustained giving! Noisy offering will be designated to support VBS this summer. Penny bucket 

funds continue to support our local Food Pantry. We are grateful to Gary Todd, who has again 

offered to mow our church lawn this summer. If  you would like to help with other outside  

summer projects, please let us know. Tuning and minor repairs have recently been completed on 

our church organ. If  you would like to contribute to building our Organ Fund for future major 

repairs, please designate your gift to “Organ Fund.” Please continue all efforts to contain the 

spread of  Covid 19, including during worship on Sunday mornings! 

Can you help?! Yes, please! This is a very busy and challenging time for our pastors and our 

church. We need help in many ways, so please reach out to any Leadership Team member, and we 

will find a project perfect for you! As we are in this transition mode, please continue to pray for 

the Coristines, the Hofmanns, our Leadership Team and our church, for patience, discernment, 

and endurance! Blessings to each of  you as we journey together. 
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Pastor Daniel enjoying one of his hobbies Wava and their Bernese Mountain Dog, Uors 


