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The Reed • March 2021 
The United Methodist Church of Reed City 

Learn — Grow — Serve — Share 

Our Newsletter Will Soon Be Digital 
Currently, our monthly church newsletter is mailed to over 200 house-

holds. Beginning in April or May, however, it will become digital. In  

order to ensure that you continue to receive our newsletter, please respond 
to one of these options: 

 

 If you currently receive a paper copy of the weekly bulletin in the 

mail, you will also receive a paper copy of the monthly newsletter. 
Keep in mind that there will be colored graphics, and maybe some  

 photos used that will not print well, but will still be legible in black and 
white. If you do not receive a paper copy of the weekly bulletin or wish to 

continue to receive a hard copy of the newsletter, please contact the church 

office to be added to the list to receive a mailed monthly version. 

 If you receive prayer requests via email, you will automatically receive 

the newsletter via email and do not need to contact the church office. 
  If you do not receive prayer requests via email currently and have internet  
 access, please contact the church office and provide your email address to 

 ensure you will receive the monthly newsletter. 
 

This will be a learning experience for all of us, and it is our goal to make 

the transition as smooth as possible. We are also looking for a new name 

for our “new” newsletter. If you can think of a catchy name, please  
contact Carolyn in the church office. 

Holy Week Happenings 
 

 Maundy Thursday Service – will be held at the 

church at 7 pm on Thursday, April 1. Stay 
tuned for more details on this service. 

 Good Friday – On Good Friday, April 2, we 

will have self-serve prayer stations set up in the 
church available from 6 am to 8 pm. The  

 Ministerial Association will also be hosting a 
Good Friday event. Stay tuned for more 

 information. 
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Worship Services Broadcast:  
Radio: WDEE 97.3 FM – 10:00 a.m. Sunday  

AND on Facebook and YouTube  
 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Kristen Coristine ........................................  Pastor 

Carolyn Sims ........................................ Office Manager 
Organist .................................................. Sally Andrews 
Courtney Piercey....................... Chancel Choir Director 

Third Sunday  
in Lent 

 

March 7 
 

 

Matthew 26:6-13, John 19:25-27 
“Behold Your Son …  

Behold Your Mother ” 

Liturgist: Linda Stieg 

 

Fourth Sunday 
in Lent 

 

March 14 
 

 

Psalm 22:1-31, Mark 15:29-36a 
“My God, My God,  

Why Have You Forsaken Me? ” 

Liturgist: Sheri Thompson 

Fifth Sunday in 
Lent 

 

March 21 

 

John 7:37-39, John 19:28-29 
“I Thirst ” 

Liturgist: Timothy Locker 

 

Palm Sunday 
 
 

March 28 

Mark 11:1-11;  

John 19:30, Luke 23:43-47 

“It Is Finished ” 

Liturgist: Sheila Teesdale 

         Date                     Theme/Scripture 
 

The Liturgist will read all Scripture passages 
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Laud and Honor on Palm Sunday 
 

The Palm Sunday anthem  
“All Glory Laud and Honor” is 
one of Christendom’s oldest 
hymns. St. Theodulf of Orleans, 
who helped reform the church 
under Charlemagne, wrote the 
lyrics in the year 820 while  
imprisoned in France. 

The lyrics recount Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
an event the medieval church 
re-enacted every Palm Sunday. 
Clergy and townspeople 
processed from fields through 
the city gates, behind a Jesus 
figure riding a donkey. At the gates, children began singing 
the hymn in Latin — Gloria, laus et honor — and onlookers 
soon chimed in. City gates may be a thing of the past, as the  
website Hymnary.org notes, yet we still praise our blessed 
Redeemer “because we know just what kind of King He was 
and is — as everlasting King who reigns not just in Jerusalem 
but over the entire earth. What more could we do but praise 
Him with glory, laud and honor.” 
 

All glory, laud and honor to you, Redeemer King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

You are the King of Israel and David’s royal Son, 
now in the Lord’s name coming, the King and Blessed One. 

— The Newsletter Newsletter March 2021 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

FOR MARCH 
 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

LITURGISTS ARE LISTED ON PAGE 2 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
 

January 24: Online 138 

January 31: Online 145 

February 7: In Person 24; Online 83 

February 14: In Person 20; Online 115 

February 21: In Person 26; Online 90 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE:  
 

General Fund Offerings:  

January 24 – $1,840.00 

January 31 and February 7 – $7,036.09 

February 14 – $2,159.97 

February 21 – $2,265.00 
 

Income-to-Date (as of 2/24/21) = $21,777.52 

Expenses-to-Date = $22,026.79 
 

A full report on General Fund and Designated Funds 

is located on the wall across from the church office. 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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Giving Up 
“What are you giving up for Lent?” This was a 

question I remember getting asked regularly when I 

was in elementary school. Most kids would answer 

with things like “chocolate, candy, pop, or sugar.” My 

answer was always “Ummm, I’m not Catholic.” In 

my Sunday School classes we always talked about  

Jesus’ death and resurrection, but our teachers (and 

even our pastors) never talked about giving something 

up for Lent. Many times when people give something up for Lent, it turns into 

a “can I do it” game. It certainly was for my elementary classmates. The 

intention of giving something up for Lent, however, has nothing to do with 

that. The idea of giving something up is not about testing our will power, but 

rather about creating need in our lives so that we can learn to depend on God. 

It’s not about curbing bad habits (though it can be effective there). Instead it’s 

about helping us discover the things that we are using to meet our need for a 

relationship with God. 

I have tried a few times to give something up, 

and it doesn’t really work for me. I usually start off 

strong, but inevitably fail. This leads to shame  

related to my inability, and instead of bringing me 

closer to God, it actually serves to drive me farther 

away. (Think about Adam and Eve hiding in the 

garden). A few years ago I decided to forgo trying to 

give something up, and instead tried taking some-

thing on. An extra hour of Bible study one year, daily walks another year. One 

year I spent an extra hour each week volunteering in my community. Some of 

these things stuck and became part of my spiritual routine; others did not. All 

of them helped me to focus more on God and who God was calling me to be. 

Giving up something for Lent is not about torturing ourselves so that we can 

prove our dedication through suffering. Instead its about removing things from 

our lives that distract us from who God is calling us to be. When we remove 

the distractions we are able to hear God more clearly and not only change  

ourselves, but the world for the better. 

If you gave something up for Lent this year, that’s great! How are you  

growing closer to God through that experience? If you haven’t done anything 

for Lent, that’s okay. How can you use this time to strengthen your relationship 

with God? Lent is not a season for punishment. It’s a season of self-

examination where we discover what we need to change so that when we reach 

Easter and the empty tomb, we won’t be too distracted to see it. 

You are all in my prayers this Lent. I pray that God removes the things that 

are distracting you and speaks to you in a new and overwhelming way. May 

you be blessed by just how much our incredible God loves you! 
 

Pastor Kristen 
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Bring a Box of Pasta to Support  

Our Local Food Pantry 
During the month of March, we are asking for donations of pasta, 

any brand or variety (gluten free is also welcome). You may leave 
your donations in the front entry way of the church. Thank you for all 
of your gifts! 

 

Thank You for Your Gifts to Our Thanksgiving and 

Christmas Offerings 
Our Thanksgiving offering of $390.00 was split between our local 

Food Pantry, Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, and United Methodist 
Community House. Our Christmas offering of $1,225.00 was split  

between Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, Love INC, and UMCOR  
Disaster Relief Fund. May you be blessed by your giving. 

Paying It Back — and Forward 
 

During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed  

especially meaningful. Last spring, as Covid-19 hit Native 

American communities particularly hard, an interesting 

transatlantic outreach occurred. Donations from Ireland 

began appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi  

families, leading administrators to suspect the account had 

been hacked. Then they realized a cross-generational  

payback was underway. 

In 1984, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to 

Ireland to help with potato famine relief. That generosity 

was never forgotten, and by May 2020, people in Ireland 

had contributed more than $4 million toward pandemic 

assistance for relatives of people who had helped their  

ancestors. Many donors included an Irish proverb  

meaning “In each others shadows the people live.” 

The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 

letter by Benjamin Franklin. It also echoes Jesus’ Golden 

Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do to 

you” (Luke 6:31). How might you live out this practice  

today? 
— The Newsletter Newsletter March 2021 
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Dear Church Family, 

 Thank you for the lovely prayer blanket. May God protect the 

hands who made it. 

 Eva Mae Williams 

 

Dear RCUMC Friends, 

 The prayer shawl which I received is just so very lovely. It is even 

comfy for nights in the sunny South. This thank you is a little late, as 

I did not look closely at the labeling when it came. I thought it was a 

birthday gift from our children, and I didn’t want to open it early. I 

have a “thing” about that, especially at Christmas. In a way, the gift 

was from family, a very special adopted spiritual family. 

 In Christ, 

 Sandi Hekhuis 

Can You Push a Button? We Need Your Help! 

 We are in need of some people to learn our 
soundboard. It’s easier than it seems; mostly it is just 
muting and unmuting. There is a bit more that  

people who are so inclined could learn, but we need 
people of every level. The goal is to have several  

people so that no one has to run the soundboard 
more than once a month at the most (much like we 
do liturgists and ushers). If you would be willing to 
help in this area, please let Pastor Kristen know. Chris is excited to 
teach people how it all works! 
 

Scholarship Applications Currently Available 
Scholarship applications are available in the church office and are 

due no later than Thursday, April 1, along with a current transcript 

(through the first semester of 2020-2021). For some scholarships,  

recipients must be full confirmed members of RCUMC, and/or  

active in the life of the church. 
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Continued from page 11 
 In preparation for our new pastoral appointment, Leader-

ship Team has met with our District Superintendent, Jodie 

Flessner, and has fine-tuned our church profile for the  

 consideration of our Bishop and his Cabinet. This is a time 

of prayerful reflection and developing a culture of  

 acceptance. Our preparatory work for this phase of the 

process is complete, and we have trust in our DS, our 

Bishop and his Cabinet, who will prayerfully discern who will  

 occupy our pulpit.  We know that this will be done with love and 

great care, and that God has a wonderful plan in place for our next 

appointment! We will be patient, and will let you know when that 

news is available.  For now, please pray for all those involved in this 

discernment phase, for our new pastor, and for Pastor Kristen and 

Chris as they prepare for their new ministry in Cheboygan. 

Blessings to you as we observe this period of Lent and discernment, 

and in preparation for the new beginnings to come. 

It’s Time to Order Easter Flowers 
Beautiful lilies, tulips and daffodils are available to 

order this month. Spring flowers make such a nice  

addition to our altar on Easter Sunday. The price is 

$14 for each plant.  

To order, please designate in your check memo 

area or offering envelope. You may also indicate if 

you would like your Easter flower in honor or in 

memory of someone. Deadline for ordering is Palm 

Sunday, March 28. 

Setting Captives Free 
 

Though St. Patrick’s Day has become a secular “holiday,” 

March 17 commemorates the life of a Christian missionary. St. 

Patrick grew up in a Christian home in Britain, but wasn’t very 

devout until he experienced crisis. As a teen, he was captured 

and sold into slavery in Ireland, escaping after six years. “The 

Lord opened my unbelieving eyes in Ireland,” Patrick later 

said. God led him back there, and he converted tribe after tribe 

to Christianity. 

In Confessio 61, St. Patrick writes, “I testify in truth and in 

great joy of heart before God and His holy angels that I never 

had any other reason for returning to that nation except the 

Gospel and God’s promises.” 
— The Newsletter Newsletter March 2021 
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Winter Weather Reminder 
** This is with hope that we will be able 

to resume activities before winter is over 

** If a snow day is called by Reed City 

Schools, MORNING events are automati-
cally cancelled. Carolyn and/or Pastor  
Kristen are likely to still come in, but if we 
can, we will wait until 10 a.m. to give road 
crews plenty of time to clear the roads and for our snowplower 
to clean the parking lot. If you need to come into the office on a 
snow day, please call first to make sure the office is open.  
EVENING meetings are at the discretion of the organizer. If 

these events are canceled, those involved would receive an email 
or phone call in the afternoon with the notification. If Worship 
is cancelled, you will be notified by One Call Tell All. 
 

One Call Tell All 

 We are excited to announce that we have implemented a new  
communication system. This system works like a robocall (that 
you actually want!). This will allow us to remind you of  
upcoming events, notify you if we need to cancel worship due to 
the weather, stop or resume in-person worship, or pass along 
any other important information quickly. All we need from you 
is the phone number on which you would like to receive the 
calls. You are welcome to do more than one phone number, if 
you would like. We would only share your number, not your 
name, with the company setting this up for us. They are a  
reputable company used by many other churches, and you 
won’t have to worry about your number being compromised. 
Please let Carolyn know (by email or phone call) what number
(s) you would like to have listed. Midweek calls will occur every 
Thursday. 
 

Parking Lot Plowing 

 We have a new person plowing our parking lot this year. Due 
to Covid and limited attendance, only the area of the parking lot 
closest to the building will be plowed, unless a special event  
requires the need of the whole parking lot. We are asking that 
the row closest to the front door be reserved for those with  
mobility challenges. 
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Our sympathy, love and prayers are extended to the  

family of  Carol Klein of Houston, Texas, sister-in-law of 
Carolyn Engel, who passed away February 23. 
 

Daylight Saving Time Begins March 14 
Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 14. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour before 
going to bed Saturday evening, or you will be late for 

church Sunday morning! Happy (almost) Spring! 
 

2021 Flower Chart Opportunities 
 The 2021 flower chart is posted on the narthex bulletin board. Please 

indicate the date(s) you would like to provide altar flowers or a gift to 
missions in lieu of flowers, and indicate how you would like this listed in 
the bulletin and newsletter. 

 
 Norma Bow, 7985 Chamberlin, Dexter MI 48130 

 Daniel Brzezinski, 20030 Five Mile Road, Reed City 

 1 – Sally Plummer 
 2 – Karen Bluhm 
 4 – Jeanette Wilson 
 6 – Tammy Solis 
 7 – Brenda Hendrick 
 8 – Travis Brown 
10 – Terry Hays 
11 – Barb Schneider, 
        Chuck Schneider 
14 – David & Nedra Ball (A) 
15 – Mary Clark,  
        Doris Pontz, Taylor Weiss 

17 – Tisa Thompson-Betz 

19 – Melanie Kailing, 
        Jeff Wilson 
20 – Jeff Beckstrom 
21 – Mark Posey 
22 – Terry Worrall, 

 Larry Zomer 
25 – Gladys Kooiker 
28 – Eli Williams 
  

 

“Always show kindness and love to others. Your words 

might be filling the empty places in someone's heart.” 
— Mandy Hale 

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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    Leadership Team News, Continued 
Our Leadership Team has had much on its plate of late. Following are 

updates of a few items of interest: 

 We are grateful that our church has remained on solid financial 

ground during this past year. We were able to meet our bills, and 

make good headway on our apportionments, and complete our  

 responsibilities to our conference. THANK YOU to all of you for 

 your sustained tithes and gifts during this time! Also, with thanks 

 for specific year-end donor gifts, we were able to add to a fund  

 being built to handle future needs as they arise. 

 Our parking lot has needed attention for some time, and that will be 

addressed with repair and re-marking as weather permits. Our  

 dishwasher is in need of repair, and that will also be accomplished, 

 looking forward to the day when we are able to use our kitchen 

 again for gatherings. The parsonage has several projects requiring 

 attention, and others needing to be accomplished in preparation for 

 our new pastor’s arrival. 

 We have experienced a ‘glitch’ in our organ recently. Our thanks to 

Sally for her nimble last-minute switch to piano on a recent  

 Sunday! The organ technician has been summoned, and we hope 

 repairs won’t be extensive. While we wait for that to happen, we 

 will thoroughly enjoy Sally’s gifts on our grand piano! We also 

 extend thanks to Larry Zomer for his gifts of upkeep and tuning of 

 our pianos! 

 Leadership Team is working on several administrative projects and 

updates, and others that require additional help from the congrega-

tion. Specifically, we need your help in planning for a VBS  

 experience this summer. This project needs assistance for all its 

 pieces from inception to completion, and Linda Stieg welcomes 

 your input and ideas as we develop how that might look for  

 children in our community this summer. 

 Also, we are actively recruiting for soundboard operators. For the 

past MANY years, we have been blessed with John McDowell’s 

faithful service, and now, by Chris’ dedication to improving sound 

technology in our sanctuary and over the air. And, as sad as we are 

to have to bid farewell to Kristen with her reappointment, we are 

also sad that she’s taking her husband, our sound guru, with her!  

Chris had never intended to be “the” sound guy, but has endured 

pretty much solo throughout his time with us. We need to be 

 intentional about finding volunteers (PLURAL!) to run our sound

 board on a flexible rotation basis much like our ushers or liturgists 

 do. Training/internship is not difficult or lengthy—we know there 

 are people capable of serving in this capacity! Please let us know of 

 your willingness to help out—soon.  
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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Leadership Team Update 
     We find ourselves very much looking for-

ward to a newsletter that does not contain the 

word “Covid” in it. Obviously, this is not that 

occasion, but we have faith that the day will 

come when it’s not one of our first thoughts, and 

is not a constant headline in our lives. For now, 

we work toward that day, and we have hope. 

We offer prayers for those afflicted, those who 

have lost family and friends, and for those who 

are deeply affected by the trauma beyond the 

physical that has affected so many.  

     As vaccination supplies, at this writing,  

remain uncertain and slow to come in, we know 

that availability will increase soon. If you, or 

anyone you know, is eligible to be vaccinated but 

does not have access to internet or is otherwise 

unsure as to how to be scheduled, please contact 

the church office, and we will put you in touch 

with someone who is able to assist. 

     Even in the midst of a pandemic, the life of the church continues. It  

doesn’t look the same, and perhaps we are forever changed in some ways.  

We’re working hard to be nimble and responsible in our work and our  

ministry—and we’re happy to be able to offer in-person worship again for 

those wishing to participate. We will continue to offer our online and radio 

worship, drive-through communion, devotions, and other accommodations 

as long as the need/interest continue. We will consider resuming in-person 

activities, such as Bible study, as we are able to responsibly do so. 

     As we begin the holy season of Lent, we reflect upon our church and its 

work as the hands and feet of Christ. We urge your reflection and wide-

spread prayer support for our congregation and the body of our church.  

Lent offers us a special time to do this, an opportunity to consider our  

relationship with our church in relationship to Christian service. Before the 

disruption of Covid, we were asked to identify ways where our unique  

spiritual gifts could be offered to our church and to help us join those  

identified affinities into ministry groups. It is time to re-enlist and re-engage 

those groups, and we again ask for your help in doing so. It is stressed that 

these are not “committees,” but are collaborative groups serving within our 

church to fill needs. There are groups structured to meet short-term goals or 

projects, and those designed to serve our body over a longer time. Please 

consider how you might be of service in sustaining our church going  

forward; more will be communicated soon in regard to these critical areas of 

service. There is a task for each of us! 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 
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At Home: Marilyn Cookingham, Jane Porteous-Johnivan, Gretchen Sayer, 

Marilyn Jones, Ron Ingraham 
 

Cancer Concerns: Ezra Sims (Tammy Solis’ dad), Pat Kailing (Joan  

 Williams’ brother), Waylon Brown (Dorothy Bregg’s grandson), Mary 
Kienitz, Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s brother), Rose Stieg (Linda Stieg’s 
sister-in-law), Jennifer Formentin Renaud, Father Joe Fix, Jan Leusby 
Sims, Homer Filley (Nancy’s brother), Geoff Barto (Madelyn Barto’s 
son), Greg Hornbaker, Lonnie VanHorn 

 

On-Going: Jeanette Wilson, Doris Pontz, David and Betsy Randall,  

 Jerry and Sonia Peters, Pam Prichard, Stefani Thompson, Lois Bregg, 
Pat and Roger Mitchell, Butch Porteous Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie 
Kailing (niece of Joan Williams), Marilyn Hicks, Jay Ball (David and 
Nedra’s grandson), Tim Near, Judy Dettloff  

 

Homebound/In Care or Rehab Facilities: Marilyn Jones, Ellen Baar,  

 Rod Rugg, Janet Brinker, Gwen Ford, Norma Bow, Joe Formentin, 
Doris Bittner (Sonia Peters’ step-mother), Brent Sims (Gale Sims’ dad), 
Mary Coon  

 

First Responders and those in the Military:  

 Active Duty: Tyler Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) in Air Force,  

stationed in Idaho; Major Adam Betz (Tisa Thompson Betz’ husband) 

assigned to Lansing, living in Mt. Pleasant; Kyle Card (Bob  

Goldammer’s grandson) in Army, stationed in Sembach, Germany; 

Corporal Darrien Sweet (Linda Sweet’s grandson), deployed to the 

Middle East; Jonathon Platt (David & Nedra Ball’s grandson) USMC, 

stationed in Japan; Brittanee Sayer (Gretchen Sayer’s granddaughter) in 

Army, stationed in Poland; Tiffany Delcastillo (Gretchen Sayer’s step-

granddaughter) in Air Force, based out of S. Carolina, deployed world-

wide; Shayna Sayer Burke (Gretchen Sayer’s granddaughter) in Air 

Force Military Police, stationed in Dover, Delaware; Major Paul  

Clifford (Jane Porteous-Johnivan’s son in-law) in the Marines,  

stationed in California; Captain Jeremy Forman (Georgia Forman’s 
grandson) serving in Army at the Pentagon in Washington DC;  

Jordan Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) in Air Force stationed in Utah 
 

 National Guard: Michaela Reed (Karen Webb’s great-niece)  

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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