PAID

REED CITY, MI
PERMIT NO. 78

NONPROFIT
ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

The Reed

The United Methodist Church
of Reed City
Learn — Grow — Serve — Share

March 2020

Come Have “Pancakes with the Pastor”
on Shrove Tuesday, February 25!

24 Hours That Changed The World

Address Service Requested

503 S. Chestnut Street, Reed City MI 49677-1301

Reed City United Methodist Church

Everyone is invited to come enjoy pancakes with
Pastor Kristen on Shrove Tuesday (also known at Fat
Tuesday), February 25 from 4-6 p.m. There is no
charge, but donations will be accepted to benefit our
local Food Pantry.
24 Hours that Changed the World is our Lenten
Bible Study. This study was written by Adam
Hamilton, Pastor of Church of the Resurrection
(a United Methodist Church in Kansas City), and
outlines the last 24 hours of Christ’s pre-crucifixion
life on earth. We will use the book for our worship theme each week as
well as our Wednesday Bible studies. At Bible study we will watch a video
and look at the chapters a bit more in depth. Similar to our Advent study,
the book can be read individually if Bible study times don’t work for you.
The books are available in the Narthex, and we are asking an $11
donation. Come and explore deeper what God has for you in the 24 hours
that changed the world!

United Methodist History Class

Starting February 9th and moving into March, the Adult Sunday School
is studying United Methodist History. Everyone is invited to attend, but we
understand that there are things that make that difficult. Copies of each
week’s readings will be available in the literature rack near the church
office following class each week.

March 1 Baked Potato Luncheon
Benefits Food Pantry
Sunday, March 1 following worship, the Women’s Group is hosting a
Baked Potato Luncheon.
Menu will include: baked potato with all the trimmings, salad and
dessert. The free-will offering will go to benefit our local Food Pantry.
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Cinnamon Rolls Available the First Sunday
of Each Month

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Worship Services Broadcast:
Radio: WDEE 97.3 FM – 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Local Cable TV: WE ARE WORKING TO RESTORE THIS
OUR CHURCH STAFF:
Rev. Kristen Coristine ........................................................... Pastor
Carolyn Sims ...........................................................Office Manager
Courtney Piercey ........................................ Chancel Choir Director

Date

Theme/Scripture/Liturgist
* indicates scripture the liturgist will read

Communion Sunday

Lola Callaghan is making cinnamon rolls on the first Sunday of each month
to sell following worship. Donations will go toward a different cause each
month. February’s sales raised $150 for Vacation Bible School.
Thank you, Lola, for your willingness to organize this project.

Noisy Sunday This Month
Our first Noisy Sunday for 2020 is March 29. Additional Noisy Sundays for
this year are: May 31, August 30 and November 29. These offerings go toward
unexpected needs of the church.

Winter Weather Reminder
If a snow day is called by Reed City Schools,
MORNING events are automatically cancelled.
Carolyn and/or Pastor Kristen are likely to still come
in, but if we can, we will wait until 10 or 10:30 a.m. to give
road crews plenty of time to clear the roads and for our
snowplow crews to clean the parking lot. If you need to
come into the office on a snow day, please call first to make
sure the office is open. EVENING meetings are at the discretion of the
organizer. If these events are canceled, those involved would receive an email
or phone call in the afternoon with the notification.

1st Sunday in Lent

“The Last Supper”
* Jeremiah 31:31-34
Mark 14:12, 22-25
Liturgist: Karen Webb

ATTENDANCE AND FINANCE FIGURES

March 8

“The Garden of Gethsemane”
* Psalm 118:1-21
Mark 14:32-41
Liturgist: Timothy Locker
“Condemned By the Righteous”
* Psalm 110:1-4
Mark 14:53-65
Liturgist: Nedra Ball

January 26 – 87; February 2 – 89;
February 9 – 93; February 16 – 88

“Jesus, Barabbas and Pilate”
* Isaiah 53:1-7
Mark 15:1-15
Liturgist: Tyler Thompson

January 26 – $4,438.41; February 2 – $5,032.00;
February 9 – $1,941.66; February 16 – $2,568.00

March 1

2nd Sunday in Lent

March 15
3rd Sunday in Lent

March 22
4th Sunday in Lent

March 29
5th Sunday in Lent

“The Torture and Humiliation
of the King”
* Isaiah 50
Mark 15:16-23
Liturgist: David Ball

A Report on our Presence and Gifts for Christ's Church

Attendance:
Financial Update:
General Fund Offerings:

Income-to-Date ( as of 2/17/20) = $23,005.73;
Expenses-to-Date = $23,741.46
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS TO GOD
A full report on general fund and designated funds
is located on the wall across from the church office.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR MARCH
If you are not able to serve when scheduled,
please find your own substitute.
Then notify the church office as soon as possible so the
Sunday bulletin will be accurate.
THANK YOU!
COFFEE IS AVAILABLE
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
FOR A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP
FOLLOWING WORSHIP
USHERS:
1: Kevin Rambadt, Jim &
Tyler Thompson
8: John Engel, Aaron Weiss,
John Williams
15: Jim Jacobson, Timothy
Locker, Herb Phelps
22: Mary Clark, Dwight
Gingrich, Sheila Teesdale
29: Bob Goldammer, Jeff
Wilson, Timothy Locker
ACOLYTES:
1: David Johnson
8: Lauren Posey
15: Rebecca Kienitz
22: Kate Posey
29: Grace Jacobson
FLOWERS:
1: AVAILABLE
8, 15, 22, 29: Altarscapes
COUNTERS:
1: Sandy Gingrich, Betty
Maples

8: Terri Weiss, Jim & Lola
Thompson
15: Tammi Buell, Betty
Maples
22: Anna Lee White, Steve &
Brenda Marsh
29: Sandy Gingrich, Mary
Clark
MUSICIANS/
SPECIAL MUSIC
1: TBA/ Chancel Choir
8: Ruth Reeds/Joyful Praise
Ensemble
15: Ruth Reeds/Chancel
Choir
22: Ruth Reeds/Handbell
Ensemble
29: TBA/Courtney Piercey
PROJECTION:
2: Tyler Thompson
9: Mark Posey
16: Aaron Weiss
23: Mark Posey
29: Tyler Thompson

PLEASE NOTE:
LITURGISTS ARE
LISTED

If you are interested in ushering,
and you are not on the list,
please let Carolyn know —
832-9441 or carolynsims@reedcityumc.com

Lent
The season of Lent can often be confusing
for us. What is it, why do we celebrate it, isn’t it
that time when we try to give up chocolate? In
our modern world, the meaning of Lent can get
easily lost. Let’s get the easy stuff out of the way
first. Lent is a season of self-evaluation and soul
searching in preparation for Easter. It lasts 40
days (we don’t count Sundays because every
Sunday is a celebration of Resurrection) which
is the length of time that Jesus spent in the wilderness being tempted by the
devil. Giving something up for Lent is a historic, and now mainly Catholic,
practice. To go without something would create a void in your life and
cause you to have an increased need to search for God. While we don’t
formally include this practice in our UM Lenten discipline, we don’t
discourage it either.
So why should we consider the season of Lent;
what’s the big deal? Lent is important, because it
allows us to take time to prepare our hearts, minds,
and souls so that we can truly appreciate the miracle
of Easter. Even though we benefit from the gift
offered to us with the Crucifixion and Resurrection
every day, it is often easy to gloss over how big of a
miracle it truly is, or how badly we need it. Being
contemplative during the season of Lent allows us to
truly appreciate the miracle that is Easter.
Part of the reason it is so easy for us to gloss over the miracle is because
the way we celebrate is a bit of a whirlwind. Between the chaos of Holy
Week and celebration plans for Easter itself, it can be hard to truly grasp
what God did and is doing. This year we are going to spend Lent delving
more deeply into Christ’s final moments and the significance they have for
us. This will allow us to slow down and truly experience the message of
love that God has for each of us.
Should you give something up for Lent? If you want to and you feel like
it would help you grow closer to God, go for it! My practice has always
been to take something on (more time in Bible study, prayer, service, etc.)
essentially giving up my time. Do whatever you feel God calling you to
that will deepen your relationship with the God who loves you. As you
contemplate the parts of your heart that need to be transformed, may you
find God’s love and healing, and may you enter into Easter with a
deepened understanding of just how much God loves you!
Blessings,
Pastor Kristen
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Bring a Box of Pasta for the Food Pantry

New Men’s Group Forming

What a joy it has been to see the contributions to our Food Pantry! Our
monthly drive to provide staples is a continuing success.
During the month of March, we are asking for donations of pasta, any
brand or variety (gluten free are also welcome). You may leave your donation
in the hamper next to the front door of the church. Thank you for all of your
gifts!

A new men’s group will be meeting at Reed City United Methodist
Church on the second and fourth Saturdays of each month at 9 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Any man 18 years of age or older is welcome to
participate.
Men’s conversations most often pertain to sports, hunting, fishing,
cars, and other hobbies. However, we hope to be able to move beyond
those topics to help each other deal with the things that weigh heavy on
our hearts and minds. In a safe and trusting Christian fellowship, with
the Lord’s grace and guidance, men can help each other with the
struggles we all face from time to time.
We are all called to make disciples for Jesus Christ to transform the
world, but to do so we must first be transformed. It was this concept
that helped with the naming of this new activity: The Forge.
A forge is a type of hearth used to “transform” metal; to heat it so it
can be shaped to do the job it is being prepared to do, to temper it to
become more resilient, and to make it more flexible so as to withstand
the forces trying to break it. So it will be with our men’s group; help us
be better formed to God’s will, help us be more resilient to the pressures
of life, and withstand the forces trying to break us away from our Lord.
To accomplish these goals we will: listen to each other, pray with
each other, cry with each other, give advice when asked, and perhaps
offer a loving kick in the pants when necessary so each of us may be
transformed to better live a full and rewarding life in Christ.
If you or someone you know could benefit from such a time with
other men, please tell them about this group.

Thank You for Your Gifts to Our Thanksgiving and
Christmas Offerings
Our Thanksgiving offering of $245.00 was split between our local Food
Pantry, Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, and United Methodist Community
House. Our Christmas offering of $1,109.00 was split between Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund, Love INC, and UMCOR Disaster Relief Fund. We
received thank you notes from these organizations, which are posted on the
narthex bulletin board. May you be blessed by your giving.

Thoughts on Prayer
“You don’t know how to pray? Put
yourself in the presence of God, and as
soon as you have said, ‘Lord, I don’t
know how to pray!’ you can be sure
you have already begun.”
—St. Josemaría Escrivá
“Seek a relationship when you pray, not answers.
You won’t always find answers, but you will always find
Jesus.”
—Father Mike Schmitz
“If the lungs of prayer and the Word of God do not
nourish the breath of spiritual life, we risk suffocating in
the midst of a thousand daily cares. Prayer is the breath
of the soul and of life.”
—Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Spoiler Alert
In these days of DVRs and streaming programming, it’s common
courtesy to warn people before discussing a show’s plot or ending.
How frustrating to inadvertently hear how a much-anticipated drama
concludes!
Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for Christians,
however. Jesus’ victory over death gives us hope and confidence
for this life, and for the life to come.
“The church does not pretend that it does not know what will
happen with the crucified Jesus,” writes Thomas Hopko in The
Orthodox Faith, “It does not sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if
the church itself were not the very creation which has been
produced from his wounded side and from the depths of his tomb.
All through Holy Week services, the victory of Christ is
contemplated and the resurrection is proclaimed.”
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how his story, and therefore our
story, ends: in Easter life!
— The Newsletter Newsletter
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Leadership Team News
As we begin the holy season of Lent, our Leadership Team continues to
reflect upon our church and its work as the hands and feet of Christ. As a
governance body, set up just over a year ago as a single board, there is
evolution taking place to better facilitate and expand the ministries of
RCUMC.
As you have been invited to tune in to your own spiritual gifts over these
past weeks, we ask you to be called to serve on at least one of the ministry
task force opportunities that are being organized. Sign-up sheets are located
on the narthex bulletin boards. Some are short-term projects, others are of
longer duration. It is stressed that these are not “committees”, but are
collaborative groups serving within our church and beyond to fill needs.
We hope that you will find at least one that will speak to your heart as we
work together to build a church with a strong foundation.
In addition, please consider taking a look at the projects outlined on the
“Help Wanted” sheet on the bulletin board. These projects may require a
little time, or more time—no skill, or specific skills. As we’re relying on volunteers to help us shore up our church finances and keep us lean, we need
your help with some of these tasks.
One of these projects has been deemed a significant need: our linoleum
floors, especially in the Fellowship Hall, are in need of attention. Layers of
wax have built up, and it requires time beyond which our volunteers are
able to keep up. (It should be noted that even Pastor Kristen has been seen
with a mop in hand!) Leadership Team looked into contracting the
Fellowship Hall job out, but, with a bid of over $1500, for just the Fellowship
Hall floor, volunteer strippers/waxers were sought. In response, our new
men’s group, The Forge, has offered to take on the task this time, and the
stripping process will begin Saturday, February 23. Additional volunteers
are needed, beginning the week of February 24, to complete the work of
waxing. There is a likelihood that the Fellowship will be closed during the
waxing/drying period, so your patience is appreciated. If you can help with
the waxing project, please contact the church office at your earliest convenience. Thank you for your help!
If the mop work isn’t your cup of tea, perhaps you would consider serving
occasionally as a sound board operator? Chris is looking for some
additional folks who would assist him and share the assignment so that he’s
not obligated every Sunday. He promises that it is not difficult and training
is provided! We so appreciate the work of Chris in orchestrating the
revamping of the sound board and broadcast of our services! It is a work in
progress, but it is being done thoughtfully and carefully—and your help
would be greatly appreciated. Please see Chris, or contact Pastor Kristen
with any questions.
Blessings upon each of you during the upcoming Lenten season!

Ministry Task Force
Following an opportunity to complete a Spiritual Gifts Survey, we have
launched our new Ministry Task Force! There are a variety of ways that
you can be involved in the ministry of our church. Everyone is encouraged
to find a task force that fits your gifts. God has called us to spread God’s
love and that involves more than worship on Sunday. Below is a list of
current opportunities to serve. The sign-up sheets are located on the
bulletin board. Please sign up with your name and the best way to contact
you. If you see an area that’s missing, please let Pastor Kristen know.
 Hospitality Team
 AV Team
 Sound Team
 Visitation Team
 Contemporary Worship Team
 Building Maintenance Team
 Easter Eve Fair Team
 Sunday School Team
 Usher

Of Rocks and Repentance
Before recently closing to tourists, Australia’s majestic
Uluru (formerly called Ayers Rock) was popular with climbers.
Many took home illegal souvenirs, sometimes later mailing
them back to park rangers after experiencing what they
considered bad luck.
So many pilfered mementos were returned, often with notes
of apology, that rangers called them “sorry rocks.” The returns
merely created more work for park staff, who urged visitors
not to take specimens in the first place.
“Sorry rocks” is a fitting image for our sins, which the Bible
describes as weights and entanglements (see Hebrews 12:1). As
sinners, we can’t remove those heavy burdens on our own. But
through Christ’s redeeming work on our behalf, we can
“return” the rocks of wrongdoing. When we repent and seek
forgiveness, God promises to “remember our sins no
— The Newsletter Newsletter March 2020
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1 – Sally Plummer
2 – Karen Bluhm
4 – Jeanette Wilson
6 – Tammy Solis
7 – Brenda Hendrick
8 – Travis Brown
10 – Terry Hays
11 – Barb Schneider, Chuck
Schneider
14 – David & Nedra Ball (A)
15 – Mary Clark, Taylor Weiss
Doris Pontz (90 years!)

17 – Tisa Thompson-Betz
19 – Jeff Wilson,
Melanie Kailing
20 – Jeff Beckstrom
21 – Mark Posey
22 – Larry Zomer,
Terry Worrall
25 – Gladys Kooiker
28 – Eli Williams

Women’s Group General Meeting Set for March 10
The Women’s Group will have its general meeting on Tuesday, March
10 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Program information was not
available at time of printing.

Start Saving Items for the Rummage Sale
It’s that time of year to start cleaning out closets and drawers to find “treasures” to donate to the Rummage Sale. The
sale dates are April 23 and 24. Donations of clean, gently used
items will be accepted on Monday and Tuesday, April 20 and
21 only. On Wednesday, April 22 we will meet at Pizza Hut for lunch at
noon. Contact Terri Weiss if you can help in any way.

Young at Hearts Group News
Brady Joseph Rambadt was born February 12 to Brian
and Marissa Rambadt, of South Jordan, Utah. Brady
weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. and was 19 inches long. He is also
welcomed by his grandparents, Kevin and Ellen Rambadt.

Memorial Service for Ruth Crockett
To Be Held Next Month
A memorial service for Ruth Crockett will be held
Saturday, April 4 at 2 p.m. Visitation with the family will
begin at 1 p.m.
Ruth passed away December 24 at the age of 94 in the
Jacobetti Home for Veterans in Marquette, Michigan.

Daylight Saving Time Begins March 8
Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 8. Don’t
forget to turn your clocks ahead one hour before going to
bed Saturday evening, or you will be late for church
Sunday morning!

Address Change
Adam and Tisa (Thompson) Betz, 950 S. George Mason #611,
Arlington, VA 22204.

Altar Flower Opportunities Available
There are several dates available to provide altar flowers or a gift to missions in
lieu of flowers. Please indicate on the chart located on the narthex bulletin board
the date(s) you will would like to fill, and if your flowers are in memory of
someone, or in honor of your anniversary, etc. Thank you!

Young at Hearts will not meet in March. Watch for information
regarding a possible April breakfast meeting.

Scholarship Applications Currently Available
Scholarship applications are available in the church office beginning
February 1 and are due no later than Wednesday, April 1, along with a
current transcript (through the first semester of 2018-2019). For some
scholarships, recipients must be full confirmed members of RCUMC,
and/or active in the life of the church.

God’s Mysterious Ways
“God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.” These
oft-quoted words, from a hymn by English poet William Cowper, come
with an unsubstantiated yet powerful back story.
Cowper, who struggled with depression, decided to commit suicide
one night. He called a cab to go to the Thames River, planning to
drown himself. Such dense fog arose that the driver got lost and finally
stopped to let his passenger out. To Cowper’s surprise, he was at his
own door! He concluded that God had sent the fog to spare his life. The
hymn he wrote in response continues:

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
the clouds ye so much dread
are big with mercy and shall break
in blessings on your head.
His purposes will ripen fast,
unfolding every hour.
The bud may have a bitter taste,
but sweet will be the flowers.
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Men Sought to Play Disciples for Last Supper Drama
The Last Supper Drama will be held on
Maundy Thursday, April 9 at 7 p.m. in the
RCUMC Sanctuary. We are looking for men
who are willing to play the disciples. No
experience is necessary. Rehearsals will be on
Sunday afternoons beginning March 1.
If you are interested in either of these ministries to make this event happen, please contact Timothy Locker at 231-832-3145.

Looking Ahead to Holy Week

In the Hospital: David Randall (RC Hospital Swing Bed for Rehab)
At Home: Harry Stuck, Terry Kooiker
Cancer Concerns: Mary Kienitz, Roger Sampson, Rachel Sampson (daughter of
Roger), Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s brother), Rose Stieg (Linda Stieg’s
sister-in-law), Jennifer Formentin Renaud, Father Joe Fix, Jan Leusby
Sims, Homer Filley (Nancy’s brother), Lonnie VanHorn, Geoff Barto
(Madelyn Barto’s son), Greg Hornbaker



April 9: Maundy Thursday:
7 p.m. Last Supper Drama
at RCUMC

On-Going: Doris Pontz, David & Betsy Randall, Jay Ball (David & Nedra’s
grandson) Norma & Don Bow, Jerry and Sonia Peters, Lois Bregg, Pat
and Roger Mitchell, Butch & Jane Porteous Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie
Kailing (niece of Joan Williams), Marilyn Hicks, Pam Prichard, Stefani
Thompson, Ezra Sims (Tammy Solis’ dad), Tim Near, Judy Dettloff



April 10: Good Friday:
Prayer Stations (6 a.m.-8 p.m.)
1 p.m. Crosswalk led by clergy association,
beginning at RCUMC

Homebound/In Care or Rehab Facilities: Rod Rugg, Janet Brinker, Brent and
Marla Sims (parents of Gale Sims), Gwen Ford, Mary Erler, Mildred
Williams, Marjorie Bluhm, Joe Formentin, Doris Bittner (step-mother of
Sonia Peters), Mary Coon, Eleanore Califf (aunt of Linda Owen)



April 11: Easter Eve Fair
(Community Children’s Event)



April 12: Easter Sunday:
7 a.m.: Sunrise Service
10 a.m.: Worship Service
See Pastor Kristen
if you would be
interested in being baptized or
being received as a member on
Easter Sunday
12 Noon: Potluck Easter brunch in
Fellowship Hall

First Responders and those in the Military:
 Active Duty: Tyler Jones (grandson of Marilyn Jones) in Air Force,
Deployed to Jordan; Major Adam Betz (husband of Tisa Thompson Betz)
stationed in Washington DC; Cameron Clark (grandson of Mary Clark) in
Army, stationed in Wahiawa, Hawaii; Kyle Card (grandson of Bob
Goldammer) in Army, stationed in Sembach, Germany; Corporal Darrien
Sweet (grandson of Linda Sweet), deployed to the Middle East; Jonathon
Platt grandson of David & Nedra Ball) USMC; Brittanee Sayer
(granddaughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Army, stationed in Poland; Tiffany
Delcastillo (step-grand-daughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Air Force, based out
of S. Carolina, deployed worldwide; Shayna Sayer Burke (granddaughter of
Gretchen Sayer) in Air Force Military Police, stationed in Dover,
Delaware; Major Paul Clifford (son in-law of Jane Porteous Johnivan) in
the Marines, stationed in California; Jeremy Forman (grandson of Georgia
Forman) Commander of Air Born Military Police in North Carolina;
Jordan Jones (grandson of Marilyn Jones) in Air Force deployed to United
Arab Emirates
 National Guard: Michaela Reed (great-niece of Karen Webb)
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