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The Reed 
The United Methodist Church of Reed City 

Learn — Grow — Serve — Share 

September 2020 

Come Have Lunch with Pastor Kristen 
You are invited to come have lunch with Pastor Kristen on 

Thursdays at 12 noon. We meet on the south side of the parking 
lot at the picnic tables. Bring your own lunch and beverage, along 
with a lawn chair, if you desire. If you would rather not bring 
lunch, that’s fine, too, just come and visit. This is an informal  
socialization time with no agenda. 
 

Drive-Thru Communion 
On Sunday, September 6, even though we won’t be worshipping together in 

the sanctuary, we will have an opportunity to celebrate Holy Communion  

together. We are going to do drive-thru communion in the 

parking lot. During the streamed service (either online or on 

the radio) we will share together in our communion liturgy. 

Following our normal service time, from 11-12 we invite 

families to drive-thru and receive the elements. We will still 

be using our pre-packaged cups. Families in their cars will line up from the west 

side of our parking lot, drive to the front door to receive communion, and exit 

onto Chestnut Street. Pastor Kristen will be wearing a mask and distributing the 

elements. Thank you all for your willingness to try new things as we strive to 

find new ways to practice our faith that also ensure the highest level of safety. 
 

Worship September 13, 2020 
Since March we have had a very dedicated team working on producing our 

worship service so that it can be accessible to as many people as possible. If we 
are honest, we could all use a break. In that spirit, worship on September 13 
will be pre-recorded. It will still have all of the elements you have come to 
expect in our worship services, but no one will be here at the church that day 
actually making it happen. It will still launch on social media at the normal 
time, but at this time we cannot guarantee that we will have a radio broadcast 
that week. Rev. Jeremy Peters will be bringing us a message about Anthony of 
Alexandria and Temptation. Pastor Jeremy is a close friend of Pastor Kristen 
and even officiated her and Chris’s wedding. Pastor Jeremy also has Reed City 

ties, as his grandparents lived here while he was growing up. He has very fond 
memories of Dairy Depot. Most importantly, he is a dedicated man of God 
who has a knack for storytelling and will bring a powerful message. Thank you 
for allowing all of us a “week off.” I know that you will be blessed by this  
service in our absence! 



2 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service  
Worship Services Broadcast:  

Radio: WDEE 97.3 FM – 10:00 a.m. Sunday  

AND on Facebook and YouTube  
 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Kristen Coristine ........................................  Pastor 

Carolyn Sims ......................................... Office Manager 
Courtney Piercey ....................... Chancel Choir Director 

Organist ..................................................Sally Andrews 

 

September  6 

Matthew 18:15-20 

Exodus 12:1-14 

“Getting Along God’s Way” 

 

September 13 

Matthew 19:16-22 

“The Story of Anthony of Alexandria and 

Temptation” by Rev. Jeremy Peters 

 

September 20 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Exodus 16:2-15 

“This Isn’t Fair” 

 

September 27 

Matthew 21:23-32 

Exodus 17:1-7 

“Still Not Right” 

         Date                          Theme/Scripture 
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Charge Conference This Month 

Charge conference is a yearly meeting where the entire  

membership of the church comes together to celebrate our ministry 

and vote on a few business items including the pastor’s salary and 

changes to our membership. The Staff Parish Relations Committee, or 

in our case the Leadership Team, usually meets with the District  

Superintendent ahead of time. Normally, we would be encouraging  

all of our members to attend so that we can celebrate our ministry  

together. This year is a little different. Everyone is still welcome to 

attend, but in order to respect the need for social distancing, we will 

only be handling bare bones business that needs to be voted in on a 

yearly basis. Also, instead of having a separately scheduled charge 

conference, the conference will take place immediately following the 

Leadership Team meeting. If you are not on the Leadership Team, 

but would like to attend the conference, you have a couple of options. 

You can come to the meeting and wait for the Leadership Team  

portion to be done, or you can join virtually using Zoom. This year 

we are the very first charge conference on Wednesday, September 2 at 

5:30 pm at Evart UMC. If you plan on joining us, please let Pastor 

Kristen know and indicate whether you would like to join in person or 

via Zoom. 

 

One All-Important Word 
 

Sometimes one word makes all the difference. In John 14:16, when 

Jesus promises the disciples that God will send the Holy Spirit, he  

doesn’t say “the” Helper or “a” Helper, but “another” Helper. For there 

to be “another” of something, we must already be familiar with a first of 

that thing. Jesus has been, for the disciples, their first Helper. They  

already “know him for he dwells with them.” 

When my infant son was to start full-time daycare, the transition went 

quite smoothly. That’s because his “new” caregiver wasn’t new at all: 

She was Grandma! The sense that my son would be in the hands of  

another family member he already knew, eased the handoff for Mama 

and baby alike. 

Not all parents have access to that type of situation, but the caregiving 

arrangement Jesus provided his disciples is available to all. Even when 

Jesus is no longer physically with us, another who loves us just as much 

– another we already know and whose truth we’ve seen in Jesus – is here. 

We’re in good hands. 
— Heidi Mann 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

We decided not to list Worship Assistants this month. 
We don’t know when Worship will resume. 

Until we are able to meet again collectively,  
please keep in touch with one another 

by phone, email, mailing cards  

or however you are comfortable doing so. 
As we get volunteers to help with Worship,  

we will include them in the newsletter and bulletin. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND 

FINANCE FIGURES 
 

Attendance:  
 

YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL, FACEBOOK, 

AND/OR PHONE CALL  

WHEN WORSHIP WILL RESUME 
 

 

Financial Update:  
 

General Fund Offerings: 
July 26 – $2,550; August 2 – $3,466.00 

August 9 and 16 – $4,111.11 
 

Income-to-Date (as of 8/26/20) = $102,568.24 

Expenses-to-Date = $92,874.10 

 
 

The tithes and offerings that are mailed in or dropped off 

to the church office are a HUGE BLESSING!  

Thank you SO MUCH for your  

faithfulness to God during this pandemic. 
 

A full report on General Fund and Designated Funds  

is located on the wall across from the church office. 

3 2020 Crossroads CROP Hunger Walk  

Set for Sunday, October 4 
Greetings to all past and future participants. 2020 

has been an unprecedented year to say the least. In 
consideration of the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus, the 
CROP Walk planning team has had to make some changes.  

The location for the walk has changed to the Reed City Depot 
at 200 North Chestnut Street; we will be set up outside at the  
picnic tables. Walkers may sign in and walk on the Rails to Trails 
between Roth Street to the East and 220th to the West. We will not 
be serving any food or drinks to help encourage physical distanc-
ing. However, there will be a table of T-shirts from past walks that 

will be available for anyone who wants one. For those who would 
rather walk at a time and location of their choosing, that is  
acceptable. If you want to be creative and do some other activity, 
that is encouraged as well. Please be sure to have all funds turned 
in by October 4, the day of the walk. 

The planning team has set up a Facebook page for the  
Crossroads CROP Hunger Walk, and there is also a web site: 
https:www.crophungerwalk.org/reedcitymi. We will try to have 
the Facebook page connection on the website. I encourage you to 
take pictures as you walk and share them on the Crossroads  
Facebook page. 

Timothy Locker has volunteered to be the Team Captain for 
Reed City United Methodist Church. His phone number is  
231-832-3145 or email twlocker@hotmail.com. Please contact 
him to get your collection envelope and informational material. 

This is a very important time for us to be generous in sharing 
what we have with those who do not have. Please pray for our 
world and our community. Remember, 25% of all donations stay 
in our community to help our local food pantry. 

God bless, 
Cinda Locker 

 

Bring A Bag of Sugar or Flour  

for the Food Pantry 
What a joy it has been to see the contributions to 

our Food Pantry! During the month of September, 
we are asking for donations of bags of sugar or 
flour of any brand or type. You may leave your  

donations in the front entry way of the church. Thank you for all 
of your gifts! 

mailto:twlocker@hotmail.com
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It always amazes me how God’s  

message for us and our reality tend to go 
hand in hand. September’s worship line-up 
is no exception. As I considered the 
lectionary scriptures for this month, one 
glaring theme became apparent; don’t 
complain and figure out how to get along. 
Now I try not to get too into politics, but I 
will say that is a great reminder for the fall 
of an election year. Of course, this is no 
ordinary election year. Tensions always get 
ramped up a bit during an election year, but add in social unrest and 

global pandemic and it seems that all we do is fight with each other. 
If you are not on social media (good choice), you may not be aware 

of how heated things are getting, but my guess is that you are still 
encountering the unrest. In our collective memory (of the last 100 years 
or so) we can’t imagine a time that has ever been as bad as this. But 
then, we look through our Bible and realize that what we are enduring 
is nothing new. This is what it means when we say that the Bible is the 
Living Word of God. The Holy Spirit will show us examples of how 
God wants us to handle our current situations with examples from  
history. 

This month’s lectionary addresses how we should behave under  
pressure, that is by walking with the Israelites as they went from bad to 
what they thought was worse. It has Jesus giving us examples of what  
fairness means. In Sunday worship, we will delve a bit deeper into all of 
this. I will give you the overall message now: “You can’t see the big  
picture, so trust God and try to realize that we can have different  
perspectives.” Essentially, don’t judge your neighbor just because you 
have a difference of opinion. 

It can be very helpful to educate people we know about the  
realities that we have, but the flip side of that is that we need to be  
willing to learn from their point of view as well. It’s a conversation, not 

a lecture. At the same time we need to resign ourselves to the  
understanding that agreeing to disagree does not mean casting judgment 
or holding grudges. The best thing we can do for people we perceive as 
wrong is pray for them. No, threatening to pray for them is not  
helpful. 

Friends, there is a lot of anger and hatred in our world right now, 
and it is exaggerated by the fact that nothing is normal.  
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Leadership Team Update, continued 
In terms of a status update, we are at a time of 

taking stock and working through plans for fall 
and beyond. Our updated technology is a work in 
progress, and more is learned weekly as to how 
we can make best advantage of our new  
capabilities. We’re excited for the possibilities! 
Do you have ideas of interest for our worship  
service? We are exploring ways to incorporate 
some virtual opportunities for children and youth, 
with eventual socially distanced in-person events 
at some point. Can you help? Let us know! Bible 

Study time is going well outside at present, but 
we will work on adapting as the weather cools. 
What are your thoughts on other potential 
offerings? Do share!   

We are also exploring ways that we might be 
of benefit to our community in the upcoming 
months—perhaps including partnering with other 
organizations or churches. We know that there 
will be hurdles in trying anything new, but being nimble and flexible 
will be key to making progress in any project. We just know that we 
can’t just sit and watch time pass without doing our best for one 

another!  We covet your prayers for our church, for our pastor, for 
our community, our country and our world. 

We are blessed with a wonderful building, and that it is in good 
repair without any major needs at this time. We give thanks to those 
who continue to faithfully provide tithes and offerings to keep us  
running, and for the financial graces offered by our Conference  
during the past several months. We ask that you continue to be  
faithful in your gifts, as expenses will rise during the winter,  
regardless of our use of the building. We continue to be obligated for 
salaries, insurances, ministry shares and other staple expenses, and 

continue to depend on each of us to sustain RCUMC even in our 
absence from one another. 

This is a season in all of our lives like no other. God is here with 

us. Our task is to use the tools he has given in response to our  

situation—and to re-imagine how we can serve him now and how we 

can engage others as we serve both those dear to us and those who 

we do not yet know. Peace and health to all! 
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Leadership Team Update 
For many of us, time seems to have been “broken” during these 

past months – one day slips into the next, and even though the hours 
may drag on, the weeks evaporate before us and we’re almost  
surprised when it’s time to flip the calendar page to the next month. 
Yet, time hasn’t stood still, nor will it. Our God is steadfast and  
perpetual, but our earthly lives have been greatly altered by the  
pandemic. Things are unlikely to go back to where they were before 
COVID 19, and we must make adjustments, as necessary to cope 
and thrive. As much as we want to be together in worship, our  
decision to suspend worship again was based on sound  
understanding and prayerful consideration. There are so many  
questions—and not always easy answers. Bear with us as we pray 

and try our best to keep one another in health and safety. 
So, what do we do, as we wait for research and medical wisdom 

to supply relief? Perhaps our first prayer should be for patience! 
We’re all in need of it, and patience and kindness sometimes seems 
to be in short supply, especially in light of the harshness of civil  
unrest and politics. What can we do??? 

It’s hard to know where to turn—but again, praying for  
discernment (along with patience) will guide us, and will help us 
move forward, even as we’re wondering if we’re moving at all. What 
can we do as individuals, and as a church family? 

It would be helpful to do some creative thinking—thinking both 
“inside the box” and “outside the box.” What are we doing now that 
we’re doing well? How can we be more effective/productive/
meaningful in our current context? What is missing—what do we 
long for? How can we fill in the gaps for our church family members, 
and in our outreach ministries? How do we want to be fed  
spiritually? More importantly, what can we do to feed others?  How 
can we move from just surviving this time to actually thriving in spite 
of it? 

We offered a survey (via email and in The Reed) during the past 

couple of months, and while response was limited, those who  

participated generally felt that we’re doing “ok” in providing a  
worship experience as it was conducted at the time. We hope that 
you’ll reach out with your new thoughts, new questions, and new 
ideas as we pass through to this next season of uncertainty. We hope 
that you will also lend your hands to helping in whatever ways we 
are individually and collectively called to move from “treading  
water” to a more forward momentum. We’re looking forward to 
your help! 
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Coat Pantry Opening Soon  
The Reed City Area Ministerial  

Association Coat Pantry, located at Reed 
City United Methodist Church will be 
opening some time in September. 
Though the opening date has not yet 
been set, we need your help. People 
working in and visiting the Coat Pantry will be required to wear masks 

and use hand sanitizer. We need people who are willing to make 

masks for the pantry.  
If you can help with this ministry, please contact Chris Todd, Coat 

Pantry Coordinator at 231-250-2790, or drop your mask donations off in 

the RCUMC entryway. There is a box on top of the mailbox in the  
church entryway marked “Mask Donations for the Coat Pantry.” 

Donations of gently used coats, boots, hats and gloves may also by 
dropped of in the church entryway. Thank you for your assistance with 
this important ministry in our community. 

 

Help Needed 
Now that we have ironed out most of the wrinkles in 

our streaming technology, there is something missing 

from our worship services. YOU! We are looking for 

people who might be willing to serve as liturgists for 

our worship services. There are a couple of ways that 
you can do this. You can join the very limited “streaming 

team” in the Sanctuary on Sunday morning, where there will be a  
microphone set up for you at a more than safe distance, or you can 
record yourself reading at home ahead of time and send us a video. If 
you are willing to help us out please let Pastor Kristen or Carolyn know. 

Pastor Kristen’s Page, continued 
There are no areas of our lives where we can go to escape what is 

happening in our world; everything is affected by the pandemic. Well, 
almost no areas. We can still go to God. We can still seek God’s peace 
and refuge from the unrest in our world. We can still ask God to help us 
trust in Him, and remain calm when our friends say things that make us 
angry. It won’t be easy. God never promised easy, but we won’t have to 
do it alone. God will be with us every step of the way! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Kristen 
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 1 – Deb Bell 
 5 – John Cook, Sonia Peters, 

 Gene & Vicki Saladin (A) 
 8 – Eli & Marcie Williams (A) 

 9 – Carolyn Sims 
10 – John & Brenda Hendrick (A),  

 Trevan & Stefani Thompson (A) 
11 – Dianne Phelps, Jane & Butch 

Porteous Johnivan (A) 

13 – Nancy Filley, Lois Horchner,  
 Lois Ingraham, Jim Thompson (attorney),   

 Jackson Hamner 
14 – Herb & Dianne Phelps (A) 

17 – Joan Johnson,  
 Betsy Randall 
18 – Charlotte Stuck 

19 – Nedra Ball 
20 – Jackie Mohr,  

 Jim & Sheri Thompson (A) 
21 – Herb Phelps 

22 – Lorie Kohl 
24 – Steve & Brenda Marsh (A) 
25 – Roger Horchner 

26 – Chris Lockhart 
29 – Jerry Peters 

Our sympathy, love and prayers are extended to 

the family of Catherine “Katie” Watson of Easley, 

South Carolina, mother of Phil Watson, who passed 
away August 22 at the age of 102. 

 
The church office will be closed on Monday, 

September 7 for the Labor Day holiday. We wish 

you all a safe and enjoyable “end of summer” 

long weekend. 

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAIALBLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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Dear Friends, 

I can’t believe I celebrated my 20th anniversary as 
Office Manager of RCUMC on July 24th! So, so 

many memories are packed into those years. I have 
laughed with many of you, cried with many of you, 
and offered a listening ear to many of you during 
these years. You, in turn have been there for me in 

the good times and the bad. I thank God for each and every one of you. 
You are all a blessing to me! 

I want to thank everyone for the wonderful cards and notes, and for 
the gift card and cash. Thanks also for the many comments I received on 
Facebook. We enjoyed a delicious dinner at Red Lobster with the gift 
card, and the cash was used toward some great bargains at the store  
closing sale at JC Penney in Mount Pleasant!  

My office was filled with balloons and was beautifully decorated 
when I walked in on July 24th! Thanks so much to Pastor Kristen (and 
her dog, Yophie!) for making the office look so pretty and festive.  
Kristen, you are more of blessing to me than you will ever know. 

I miss seeing so many of you during this trying time that we are  
currently in. I hope we can all see each other again soon.  

Love in Christ, 
Carolyn Sims 

Happy Birthday to – and For – You! 
 

Birthdays are unique because they celebrate who someone is, not 

what they’ve done. Henri Nouwen wrote, “It is more important to 

celebrate a birthday than a successful exam, a promotion or a victory. 

Because to celebrate a birthday means to say to someone, “Thank 

you for being you.” On a birthday we do not say, “Thanks for what 

you did, or said, or accomplished.” No, we say, “Thank you for be-

ing born and being among us.” 

To rejoice over someone purely for who they are is an echo of 

God’s joy over us. Some families celebrate “baptism birth-

days” (anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing scripture and prayer, 

perhaps looking at photos and recounting stories of that milestone 

event that marked the beginning of their faith life. 

On a birthday, said Nouwen, “We lift someone up and let every-

one say, “We love you.” In baptism, God lifts us to his very heart and 

declares, “You are my precious child. I love you.” 
— The Newsletter Newsletter September, 2019 
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New Directories Available  
Fall 2020 Phone and Address Directories are available to pick up 

from the front entryway of the church Monday through Friday from 
10 am-3 pm. If you would like a digital copy of the directory emailed 
to you, please call the church office.  

Directories will not be mailed, due the cost involved, unless there 
is no other way for you to obtain one.  
 

Upper Room Devotional Booklets Available 
Upper Room Devotional Booklets for September/October are 

available to be picked up at both front and back entryways of the 
church. 
 

Bible Study Meets Wednesdays Outside 
Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at 10 a.m., outside in the 

church courtyard. Please bring your own lawn chair. 
 

Would You Like a Sunday Bulletin Mailed 

Each Week? 
At this time, weekly Sunday bulletins are not being printed. They 

are available on the church website, and the Order of Worship is  

projected on the screen. If you are worshipping from home during 

this time and would like a bulletin mailed to you (and are not already 
receiving one), please let Carolyn know. 

All Workers Are Essential 
 

The concept of vocation, Latin for “to call,” previously referred 
only to a calling to church work. But then Martin Luther  
emphasized the importance – and even sanctity – of all types of 
labors. The reformer pointed out that “God doesn’t need our 
good works, but our neighbor does.” 
RJ Grunewald, in a blog post titled “God Makes Pizza,”  

describes how this looks today: “God is busy about His work in 
the midst of your work, whether you realize it or not. The  
laundry, the spreadsheets, the phone calls and the cups of  
coffee are all deeply spiritual because God is at work in the 
world. He is serving your family, your co-workers and your  
community through the work you do. God is at work providing 
“daily bread” through the work that you do, no matter what that 
work is.” 

— The Newsletter Newsletter, September 2020 
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At Home: Gloria Patterson, Nelson VanLeeuwen, recovering from  

 hip surgeries; Mike Hickle, heart issues (Harry and Charlotte Stuck’s  
 son-in-law) 
 

Cancer Concerns: Waylon Brown (Dorothy Bregg’s grandson), Mary Kienitz, 

Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s brother), Rose Stieg (Linda Stieg’s sister-in-
law), Jennifer Formentin Renaud, Father Joe Fix, Jan Leusby Sims, 
Homer Filley (Nancy’s brother), Lonnie VanHorn, Geoff Barto 
(Madelyn Barto’s son), Greg Hornbaker  

 

On-Going: Fay and Jeanette Wilson, Doris Pontz, David and Betsy Randall, 

Jerry and Sonia Peters, Norma and Don Bow, Pam Prichard, Stefani 
Thompson, Ezra Sims (Tammy Solis’ dad), Lois Bregg, Pat and Roger 
Mitchell, Butch and Jane Porteous Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie  

 Kailing (niece of Joan Williams), Marilyn Hicks, Jay Ball (David and 
Nedra’s grandson), Tim Near, Judy Dettloff  

 

Homebound/In Care or Rehab Facilities: Ellen Baar, Elton Todd, Rod Rugg, 

Janet Brinker, Gwen Ford, Mildred Williams, Joe Formentin, Doris 
Bittner (step-mother of Sonia Peters), Brent Sims (Gale Sims’ dad), 
Mary Coon  

 

First Responders and those in the Military:  

 Active Duty: Tyler Jones (grandson of Marilyn Jones) in Air Force,  

stationed in Idaho; Major Adam Betz (husband of Tisa Thompson 

Betz) stationed in Washington DC; Cameron Clark (grandson of Mary 

Clark) in Army, stationed in Wahiawa, Hawaii; Kyle Card (grandson of 

Bob Goldammer) in Army, stationed in Sembach, Germany; Corporal 

Darrien Sweet (grandson of Linda Sweet), deployed to the Middle East; 

Jonathon Platt (grandson of David & Nedra Ball) USMC; Brittanee 

Sayer (granddaughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Army, stationed in Poland; 

Tiffany Delcastillo (step-grand-daughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Air 

Force, based out of S. Carolina, deployed worldwide; Shayna Sayer 

Burke (granddaughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Air Force Military Police, 

stationed in Dover, Delaware; Major Paul Clifford (son in-law of Jane 

Porteous Johnivan) in the Marines, stationed in California; Captain  

Jeremy Forman (grandson of Georgia Forman) serving in Army at the 

Pentagon in Washington DC; Jordan Jones (grandson of Marilyn 

Jones) in Air Force stationed in Utah 
 

 National Guard: Michaela Reed (great-niece of Karen Webb)  

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAIALBLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 



Calendar Pages Calendar Pages 


