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August 17th FUN DAY for Kids at Albright Camp!  
After the great adventures at 
VBS in June, we are pleased 

to announce another  
upcoming day of  FUN at  

Albright Camp on  
Tuesday, August 17 from 

10 am-2 pm! A snack will be provided, along 
with LOTS OF FUN, all at no charge! Bring a 

swim suit and towel along with you. Adult 
helpers are needed. Please call Linda Stieg  

(231-832-2880) if  you can help. 
Our children, youth and staff from 2021 VBS 

 

 

Wednesday Sunday School is Back for Fall! 
 

We are excited to resume "Sunday School" on WEDNESDAYS,  
beginning on September 8! After discussion with students and 
parents this past spring, the consensus was that everyone enjoyed 

the opportunity to gather on Wednesdays after school to have 
fun, unwind, and learn about Jesus. This Wednesday version of  

Sunday School will also offer families the opportunity to be  
TOGETHER during our Sunday worship services at 9:30 am.  

Awesome!  More information will be shared soon.  
In the meantime, if  you have questions or would like to help,  

please contact Linda Stieg (832-2880). 



August 1 
 

Communion Sunday 
“An Apostolic Prayer” 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

Liturgist: Karen Webb 
 

August 8 
 

“Imagine a Church” 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

Liturgist: Nedra Ball 

 

August 15 
 

“Two Ways of Walking” 
Ephesians 4:25—5:2 

Liturgist: Timothy Locker 

 

August 22 
 

“Transforming 
Nonconformity” 

Ephesians 5:15-20 

Liturgist: Sheri Thompson 

 

August 29 
 

Guest Speaker 

Liturgist: Linda Stieg 
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Contact Us 

 

Phone: 
231-832-9441 

 

Pastor Daniel’s Phone: 
231-734-2733 

 
 

Church Email:  
carolynsims@reedcityumc.com 

 

Pastor Daniel’s Email: 
circuit.rydr21@protonmail.com 

 
 

Mailing Address: 
503 S. Chestnut Street, 

Reed City MI 49677 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Like” us on Facebook 

 
www.reedcityumc.com 

 

 

Visit Us Online 
with your desktop,  

phone or tablet 
 

 

TUESDAYS AND  

THURSDAYS  

10 AM – 1 PM 

All are welcome to stop by and 

visit with Pastor Daniel during 

these times. Please be aware that 

the duties of a pastor at times will 

take him out of the office. If you 

want to be assured he is in and 

available, please call the church 

office and make an appointment. 

Pastor Daniel’s 

Open  

Office Hours 

https://www.facebook.com/Reed-City-United-Methodist-Church-278405102189126/
http://www.reedcityumc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Reed-City-United-Methodist-Church-278405102189126/
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Imagine a Church 

 

 

Dear Reed City UMC Family, 
 

During Sunday morning worship we are presently working our way through 
several passages from Paul’s Letter to the Church in Ephesus. Paul wrote 
Ephesians with one basic message in mind: Because we have this new life through 
Christ, we ought to live a new life through the Spirit. 

I was thinking about this recently when I saw the moon, just a sliver, rise above the horizon. Usually all you see is 
the portion the sun is shining on. On this particular evening I could see the entire moon, albeit somewhat dimly 
because most of it was in the shadows, but I could see that the whole circle was there. Even when we cannot see 
it, we instinctively know the whole moon is there. It hasn’t disappeared just because we can’t see it. The same is 
true about the sun on cloudy days: We may not see the sun, yet we do know it is there. 

 

That made me think about God in our lives. 

When we see each other on Sunday morning (or any other time), shouldn’t we remind ourselves that in many ways 
we are looking at Jesus? Isn’t it true that you and I notice more often when we do something that makes us  

wonder if Jesus really is in me or in you? And isn’t it about time we changed this, for our sake and for the sake of 
everybody else? 

 

It seems that we so easily forget our partnership as Christ followers. 

I can’t get through this life without you and yet it is so easy for me to think sometimes, “those around can’t be 
much help because they still have so far to go.” At the same time, I think of how far I have to go, and feel I can’t 
be much help to another person either. 

Isaiah 62.5 tells us that, “as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” 

If God, who knows us better than anyone rejoices over us, shouldn’t we rejoice over each other? 

So what do we do to change this mindset of ours, and our vision concerning each other? Here is what I need to 
do more of: I need to pray. The apostle Paul models this so beautifully for us: 

“I pray that you would be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3.19). 

 

You and I stand in the need of prayer every single day for each other and ourselves so that 

 we can rejoice over each other (as does God), 

 you and I keep walking toward perfection in Christ, 

 we will treat each other as saints instead of sinners (as does God), 

 we desire to treat each other the way we deserve to be treated, 

 we will love each other with an everlasting, unconditional love (as does God). 

 

Imagine a church family that so much wants to be all we can be and need to be for each other, our community, 
and our world! 

 

Of course, I am very well aware that we cannot do any of these things unless we are “filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God.” 

And so I pray that God will make that happen in us, and with us, and through us, so that our actions towards each 
other show for all the world to see and believe that Christ lives in us. 

 

Thanks be to God for continuing to help us become more and more like Christ. 
 

Pastor Daniel Hofmann 
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SEPTEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE IS 

MONDAY,  

AUGUST 16 

 

 

 

 

 1 – Joseph Formentin 

 2 – Pam Vanderhoof 

 3 – Glen Hare 

 5 – Dale Kuhn Hornbaker, Steve Marsh, 

 David Posey, Marilyn Thiel 

 6 – Emma Ward 

 9 – Larry & Deb Bell (A) 

10 – Jeff & Irene Beckstrom (A),  

 Jim & Nadine White (A) 

11 – Ellen Rambadt 

12 – Mark & Mary Zook (A) 

13 – Gale Sims, Terry & Gladys Kooiker (A) 

17 – Pastor Wava Hofmann,  

 David & Betsy Randall (A) 

21 – Kathy Brzezinski 

23 – John & Rodnie Cook (A) 

25 – Phil Watson, Roger & Pat Mitchell (A) 

30 – Dwight Gingrich 

31 – Jim & Lola Thompson (A) 

 

Our sympathy, love 

and prayers are  

extended to the families 

and friends of Rodney Rugg, long-time  

member of RCUMC, who 

passed away July 2 at the age of 94; Brigid (Mickey) 

Woodward, aunt of Joan Williams and Pam Vander-

hoof, who passed away July 1; Richard (Dick) Al-

len, friend of several in our congregation, who 

passed away July 3 at the age of 89; and 

Ron Ingraham, long-time member of RCUMC, 

who passed away July 19 at the age of 86. 

 

A memorial service for Rodney Rugg will be 
held Saturday, July 31 at 11 am in RCUMC  

Sanctuary, with visitation beginning at 10 am. A 
luncheon will follow the service, in the Fellowship 
Hall. Rod passed away July 2 in an assisted living  

facility in Eagar, Arizona, near his son Ray. Rod 
moved to Arizona in 2019 to be near his family. 

A memorial service for Ron Ingraham will be 
held Saturday, August 14 at 1 pm in RCUMC  

Sanctuary, with visitation beginning at 12 pm. A 
luncheon will follow the service in the Fellowship 
Hall. Ron passed away July 19 in Blodgett Hospital, 
Grand Rapids. 

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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CANCER CONCERNS: Jennifer Renaud,  

Ezra Sims (Tammy Solis’ dad), Mary Kienitz,  

Waylon Brown (Dorothy Bregg’s grandson),  

Kolen Karns (Naomi Jobes’ great-nephew), Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s brother), 
Rose Stieg (Linda Stieg’s sister-in-law), Jan Leusby Sims, Homer Filley (Nancy Filley’s 
brother), Geoff  Barto (Madelyn Barto’s son), Greg Hornbaker  
 

ON-GOING: Marilyn Cookingham, Anna Lee White, Terry Kooiker, Jeanette 

Wilson, Doris Pontz, Jerry and Sonia Peters, Pam Prichard, Stefani Thompson, Pat 

and Roger Mitchell, Butch and Jane Porteous Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie Kailing 

(Joan Williams’ niece), Marilyn Hicks, Jay Ball (David and Nedra Ball’s grandson), 

Tim Near  
 

HOMEBOUND/IN CARE OR REHAB FACILITIES: Ellen Baar, 

Michael Teesdale (twin brother of  Sheila Teesdale), David and Betsy Randall, 

Gwen Ford, Janet Brinker, Joe Formentin, Doris Bittner (Sonia Peters’ step-mother), 

Mary Coon, Brent Sims (Gale Sims’ dad)  
 

FIRST RESPONDERS AND THOSE IN THE MILITARY:  

ACTIVE DUTY: Tyler Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) in Air Force, stationed in 

Idaho; Jordan Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) in Air Force stationed in London, 

England; Major Adam Betz (Tisa Thompson Betz’ husband) assigned to Lansing, 

living in Mt. Pleasant; Kyle Card (Bob Goldammer’s grandson) in Army, stationed in 

Sembach, Germany; Corporal Darrien Sweet (Linda Sweet’s grandson), deployed to 

the Middle East; Jonathon Platt (David & Nedra Ball’s grandson) USMC, stationed 

in Japan; Tiffany Delcastillo (Gretchen Sayer’s step-granddaughter) in Air Force, 

based out of  S. Carolina, deployed worldwide; Lieutenant Colonel Paul Clifford 

(Jane Porteous Johnivan’s son-in-law) in the Marines, stationed in Hawaii; 

Major Jeremy Forman (Georgia Forman’s grandson) in Army, stationed at the  

Pentagon in Washington DC  
 

NATIONAL GUARD: Michaela Reed (Karen Webb’s great-niece)  

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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Dear Church Family, 
We would like to thank those who remembered our 64th anniversary, with 

cards, phone calls and greetings. It is a blessing to be a part of such a loving 
church family. 
 God bless you all, 
 Harry and Charlotte Stuck 
 

Dear Friends, 

We extend a huge "THANK YOU" to those who leapt into service during recent weeks. We are grateful for 

the supply of treats and servers and "worker bees" at our farewell reception for the Coristines; and the  

welcome reception for the Hofmanns. Special appreciation also goes out to those who worked hard and 

lovingly to be welcoming during the week of Dick Allen's memorial service. We don't want to leave anyone 

out of a listing of names, but you know who you are, and God bless you for your gifts of service! Special 

thanks, too, go to Pastor Daniel, for his kindness in providing comfort during the very busy week prior to his 

first worship service with us. 

 Your Leadership Team 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the prayers and cards we received when my mother-in-law, Lois Bregg, passed away. It 
was very much a comfort and appreciated. 

 Dorothy, Tim, Amber and Megan Bregg  
and family 

How Deep Is Your Faith? 
 

Lyrics to the Bee Gees’ 1970s hit song 

“How Deep Is Your Love” came to mind as I 

pondered the “depths” of my faith. Some-

times I prefer to stay securely in the shallow 

end, while other times I fearlessly launch off 

the diving board, ready and willing 

to be drenched by God’s love. 

If you have ever tried to coax young swimmers to jump into the deep end of 

a pool, you may remember their excitement (and relief) after they finally 

take the plunge into your arms. To experience that joy in your spiritual life, 

evaluate your location in your own faith “pool.” Are you wading safely in the 

shallows or exploring the freedom of the depths? No matter where you are, 

you can jump confidently in Jesus’ outreached arms. From the edge, hear 

His promises: “Jump in! I will catch you! I will keep you safe! Trust me! 
— Julie Lee 
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ATTENDANCE 
 

June 27: In Person 34; Online 135 

July 4: In Person 28; Online 111 

July 11: In Person 71; Online 113 

July 18: In Person 59; Online 114 
 

 

 

OFFERING COUNTERS FOR JUNE 
 

August 1: Phil & Maureen Watson,   

 Dave & Carol Posey 

August 8: Brenda Marsh, Betty Maples 

August 15: Sandy Gingrich, Lola Thompson 

August 22: Terri Weiss, Dave & Carol Posey 

August 29: Sandy Gingrich, Brenda Marsh 

GENERAL FUND OFFERING 
 

June 27: $1,995.00 

July 4: $1,055.00 

July 11: $7,216.66 

July 18: $2,020.00 

 

 

Income-to-Date (as of July 19) = $92,973.51 

Expenses-to-Date (as of July 19) = $88,815.59 

 

A full report on General Fund and Designated Funds 

is posted on the wall across from the church office. 

NEW ADDRESS/ 

PHONE DIRECTORIES 

are available in the 

church narthex. If  you 

need one to be delivered 

or mailed, OR if  you 

would like to receive the 

directory in digital  

format, please call the church office 

231-832-9441. 

A correction to the directory: 

The correct cell phone number for 

Marilyn Jones is 

231-388-0699. 

 

A Prayer  

About Slowing Down 
 

God beyond time … teach us to 

pause in this moment. To tuck 

ourselves into the curve of your 

slow arm, that we may know the 

miracle of now, the gift of this 

moment: You beside and beyond 

us, welcoming us outside of all we 

measure, and standing with us in 

it. May we see the goodness of 

our still hours and days, sunrises,  

sunsets, and the darkness  

where our rest is found. 
— Micha Boyett in A Rhythm of Prayer 

(edited by Sarah Bessey) 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION 

IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE 
 

We are excited to welcome Pastor Hofmann to ministry here in Reed City and to our  

sister church at Brooks Corners! It was a pleasure to greet him, along with Pastor Wava and 
their son, Anton, at our first service together on July 11. We are eager to get to know  

Pastor, and to learn more about him and to begin walking together on our new spiritual 
journey. 

We know there are questions on our minds and hearts about our “new normal.” This is a 
time of transition for Pastor Daniel, our church, and our brothers and sisters at Brooks 

Corners. This is also a time for studying how in-person and online ministries have changed 
what church will look like in cultivating disciples for ALL churches, including our own. Please 
ask questions as you have them, with understanding and patience, as the answers may not 
always be instant or easy. We will be diligent in sorting it all out, and will seek your input 
and report out at every opportunity. We promise that time and careful deliberation will 

reveal plans that make good sense for our church, both now and in the future. 

Questions asked recently include: “How are church finances doing after a year+ of 
Covid?” The short answer: We’re grateful to be doing “okay.” We know that many of our  

expenses were lower during the time of closure, and those expenses are picking up again. 
Giving has been good to this point, but has waned somewhat recently. The biggest concern 
is the increase in costs that all of us are experiencing, both at home and as a church. We 
continue to run very “lean”— as you remember, the majority of our building labor expenses 
(custodial, maintenance, lawn care) have been provided by volunteers for the past three 
years. We have several projects that will be addressed soon (parking lot repair/mainten-
ance, dishwasher, etc) and we are planning for those. It has been very helpful to have  

donations coming in designated outside of general fund gifts, and we continue to encourage 
such gifts as you are able to offer them. 

Another question: “What about the new sign?” Answer: Thank you for your continued 
patience. It may be installed and functioning by the time you read this — and we apologize 
for the delay by the supplier. When we are adept at learning its operation, we are sure to 
find it to be helpful in ministry to both our congregation and passers-by. Part of the funding 
for the sign was from Foundation/Memorial funds, and we are still welcoming contributions 
for the balance. Simply mark your gift “sign fund” and include it with your regular offering, 
or mail it to the church. Thank you! 

And another query: “What’s happening with the parsonage?” Answer: That subject 
has been one of considerable discussion. For the present, it remains our parsonage, and 

though unoccupied, it will be cared for appropriately while we determine the best course 
for the future. The lawn is being maintained. We are looking for volunteers to help with a 
“work bee” to help with a deep cleaning and some maintenance work, yet to be deter-
mined. The projects may span several weeks. If you have an interest in helping with  

projects ranging from cleaning to painting to fixing, we would love to hear from you! 
Speak with a Leadership Team member, or place your name on the sign-up sheet on the 
narthex bulletin board.  We’ll be in touch! 



LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE, CONTINUED 
 

A question we like to hear: “How can I be helpful?” Answer: Thanks for asking! The first 
thing — pray boldly and often for the people of our church, for our pastor, and for our  

service to one another. Also, share your gifts and talents for the good of our church and 
community. Your financial gifts are gladly received and stewarded carefully. Your gifts of 
skill, energy and time are treasured, too. Revisit the “Ministry Team” bulletin board in the 
narthex and determine where you might be interested in serving and helping out. We are 
not talking “committees,” but service groups, united in interest and affinity to assist in the 
work of the church.  Also, consider the following additional opportunities: 

 Highway clean-up: If you have interest in helping along our two-mile stretch of 
131, call the office or sign up on the bulletin board. We will be working in small 

groups at our convenience, no experience necessary. Training provided (lol!)  

 Target completion date, August 25 or ASAP. 

 Outside: Weeding/trimming outside the church. No thinking required! Window 
cleaning outside — especially in the garden, narthex, entryway. Inside: Nursery 
spiff-up. Education hallway vacuuming. Spider web hide-and-seek. Fellowship hall 
floor (as needed). 

 Parsonage: On-going work bee: cleaning, maintenance, winter prepping, etc. Call 
the office or sign up on the narthex bulletin board. 

 Supplies: Prior to the pandemic, we filled needs for routine supplies (cleaning, 
maintenance and office) by your donations dropped off in the bin by the church 
office. We are needing replenishing of some of those items. See the list on the 
bulletin board for areas of need—TP, bowl cleaner, etc, are always needed, and 
thanks for helping out! 

 Funding special projects: Electronic sign, Dishwasher repair/replacement, Parking 
lot repair. Please mark your gifts accordingly. 

 Favorite words to hear: “Yes, I’d be glad to help… 

 Serve as a back-up sound tech! (It’s not tough! Mentoring provided.) 

 Learn about projection! (You CAN do this! You will not be alone). 

 Be a welcomer and greeter on Sundays! (What better way to start the  

 morning?) 

 Open/close the building at various times! (Maybe not convenient times, but 
various.) 

 Be an active participant in our women’s/men’s ministry! (Job security and 
lots of love as benefits.) 

 Write letters of care, concern, gratitude to awesome people! (Or, visit —
extra special!) 

 Host a get-to-know-you small group for Pastors Daniel & Wava! (We will 
look forward to time together!)  

REED CITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AUGUST 2021 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE, CONTINUED 

 Help with Children’s Ministry (yes, please!) 
 Volunteer as needed outside the church walls! (with our Food Pantry, Coat Pantry, 

or at the Fay Wilson Recycling Center, etc.) 
 With ANYTHING! (God bless you!) 

Covid questions — always on our minds: “The church is ‘open’ for business during the 
week, we are allowing some gatherings and are no longer masking or distancing on Sunday 
mornings. Are we done with Covid protocols?” Easy answer: NO! Please keep praying! This 
question is loaded with uncertainty. We are doing our best to respond to the facts, the data, 
and to the call from God to love one another. The situation with the pandemic is very fluid, 
requires constant monitoring, and a willingness to act quickly should there be need to  

readjust our “openness.” Locally, new cases of Covid have been lower in recent weeks, but 
hospitalizations continue to be of concern among younger populations. Elsewhere, attention 
centers around the much more rapid transmission of the Delta variant, which is surging 
alarmingly in areas where vaccination rate is low. Especially, it is hospitalizing medically  

vulnerable populations and children who are not yet able to be vaccinated. What does this 
mean for us in our area? The Delta variant is spreading rampantly, and will likely be nearby 
soon. The major concern is that our counties (Osceola & Mecosta) continue to be 
among the five lowest counties in Michigan for percentage of residents  

vaccinated. Only Cass and Hillsdale Counties are ranked lower — and only slightly higher 
are Montcalm and Newaygo Counties. This means that our area will be at high risk of  

infection from the Delta variant when it reaches us. If you are currently vaccinated against 
Covid, you should not be greatly concerned about the Delta variant, but those unprotected 
or medically vulnerable may become much sicker, much faster if they contract the variant.  
Our greatest defense against Covid and its variants is the vaccine. The vaccine is now  

readily available. Sanitization, ventilation, masking, and distancing remain as important  

considerations as we care for ourselves and one another. At church, we will remain careful 
and will do our best to ensure a safe worship and fellowship environment. Please sanitize 
hands upon entering our building, and per CDC recommendations, wear a mask if you are 
not vaccinated. Remember, we are all STILL in this TOGETHER. Continue to pray for health 
and comfort. 

If it seems that many of the subjects in this update sound less like updates and more like 
reminders to “stay tuned” or “wait and see,” it is indeed the case. We feel like we have been 
in a state of disruption and suspension for such a long time. Resolution of one uncertainty 
(“Where is the vaccine?” or “Who will be our pastor?”) evolves into another (“Should I  

vaccinate?” or “What is next for our church mission?”). We want to know what we cannot 
know (“When will this pandemic be over?” or “Will church ever be the same for me?”). The 
one thing that we can be assured of is the absolute presence of God, and the certainty that 
He remains firmly in control. Always. He reminds us to be patient, and to wait in faith. And 
so, we remain in faith-filled prayer, and with all confidence that we are loved and that we 
never walk alone.  


