
December 2021 Newsletter 

Pastor Daniel Hofmann 

Reed City United Methodist ChurchReed City United Methodist ChurchReed City United Methodist Church   

 

 

Our children and youth will present “At the Manger” during  

worship on Sunday, December 19. We may be small in number, but we 

are hoping to bring a big message for this Christmas season. We will start 

practicing for the program the end of  November when we meet for class 

on Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00 pm. Attendance is important so teachers 

will know how many program participants there will be, and can assign 

parts. Please join us for this special presentation. 

7 pm 
Come join us in celebrating the 

Light of Christ 

coming into the world 
Scripture: John 16:33 – “Take Heart!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 20 

Meet at Hersey UMC at 6 pm 

Wednesday,  

December 22   

7:30 pm 
 

Presented by  

Reed City and Hersey UMCs  

at Camp Albright 
 

Volunteers are needed to play all parts, and for 

set-up, lighting etc. to make this event a 

success. Light refreshments will be served 

following the production. If  you can help  

provide cookies, or help in any way please call 

Linda Stieg 832-2880. 



December 5 
 

2nd Sunday in Advent 
Communion Sunday 

“ All I Want for Christmas: 
PEACE” 

Luke 2:8-20 

Liturgist: Sheila Teesdale 
 

December 12 
 

3rd Sunday in Advent 
“All I Want for Christmas:  

JOY” 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Liturgist: Linda Stieg 

 

December 19 
 

4th Sunday in Advent 
Christmas Pageant 

Luke 2:1-7 

Liturgist: Grace Jacobson 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

“Take Heart” 

John 16:33 
 

December 26 
 

Music and Worship Service 

Liturgist: Timothy Locker 
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Contact Us 

 

Phone: 
231-832-9441 

 

Pastor Daniel’s Phone: 
231-734-2733 

 
 

Church Email:  
carolynsims@reedcityumc.com 

 

Pastor Daniel’s Email: 
circuit.rydr21@protonmail.com 

 
 

Mailing Address: 
503 S. Chestnut Street, 

Reed City MI 49677 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Like” us on Facebook 

 
www.reedcityumc.com 

 

 

Visit Us Online 
with your desktop,  

phone or tablet 
 

From “The Stable of Bethlehem” 
’Twas not a palace proud and fair he chose for his first home; 

No dazzling pile of grandeur rare, with pillar’d hall and dome; 

Oh no! a stable, rude and poor, received him at his birth; 

And thus was born, unknown, obscure,  

 the Lord of heaven and earth. … 

Come to your Savior’s lowly bed, ye vain and proud of heart! 

And learn with bowed and humbled head the lesson  

 ’twill impart; 

’Twill teach you not to prize too high the riches vain of earth — 

But to lay up in God’s bright sky treasures of truer worth.  

 —Rosanna Leprohon (1829-1879) 

https://www.facebook.com/Reed-City-United-Methodist-Church-278405102189126/
http://www.reedcityumc.com
https://www.facebook.com/Reed-City-United-Methodist-Church-278405102189126/
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All I Want for Christmas Is… 
 

Advent is a gift from God to us. It is a time of  preparation, anticipation, and expectation, 
not unlike the long 450-year period between the closing remarks of  the prophet Malachi, 
and the moment the angels brought the wonderful news of  the world’s Savior to a band of  
shepherds outside Bethlehem. 

God has such a great sense of  humor! Here the people were awaiting some superhero 
dropping from the sky to save them, or at least some sort of  king or mighty military leader 
who would equip them and lead them into glorious victory over their oppressors, when 
God did the completely unexpected. 

While people were watching the front gate of  the royal palace, God entered our lives 
through the back door of  history, as a vulnerable baby born in a barn!  

I am afraid that quite often we rob ourselves of  the anticipation and excitement of  wait-
ing for Christmas when we get so caught up in the busyness of  the season. Our family en-
joys the tradition of  an Advent calendar, where, beginning December 1, we open up one 
little door, window, or frame to reveal an image of  Christmas underneath it, until, finally, 
December 24 arrives, Christmas Eve, when the biggest window can be opened and a man-
ger scene is displayed. 

Yes, most people count the days until Christmas, but it is often only in terms of  how 
many shopping days are left. Every year it seems that the first harbingers of  Christmas 
come earlier and earlier, and every year more and more people find that the joy and true 
spirit of  the Advent and Christmas season eludes them. 

Advent begins the Sunday immediately following Thanksgiving, November 28. We will 
begin the season with celebrating Holy Communion on that first Sunday in Advent. The 
theme for this year’s Advent and Christmas season is All I want for Christmas is… . Each 
Sunday we will explore a different aspect surrounding the birth of  Christ: 

November 28: All I want for Christmas is … HOPE 

December 5: All I want for Christmas is … PEACE 

December 12:  All I want for Christmas is … JOY 

December 19:  Children’s Christmas Pageant during service 

December 24:  Christmas Eve Service at 7 p.m. 

December 26: Music and Worship Service 

I look forward to this season of  Advent. I look forward the unexpected moments when 
we can simply take a deep breath and have time to prepare our hearts, anticipate, and ex-
pect the unexpected. 

I pray for a restful and peaceful season of  Advent, and I wish all of  us the best of  a 
blessed Christmas. 

Pastor Daniel Hofmann 
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Deck the Halls with Boughs of  Holly, and Not Viruses! 
 

As we have all been reminded in recent weeks, Covid-19 and its variants are wreaking havoc 

with our communities. Severe staffing problems have caused disruption in our businesses and our 

schools, where infection rates are increasing exponentially. Although being “Number One” is a 

loft goal in athletic competition, it’s not comforting to know that Michigan is ‘Number One’ in 

the country for Covid-19 transmission. The facts demonstrate that the situation is dire—and yet, 

to some degree we’re putting ourselves at risk of  being “tone deaf ” and tuning out the  

ramifications of  not curbing the spread during an illness-prone time of  year, when families are 

gathering indoors during flu season. 
 

Nowhere is the desperation more severe than within our healthcare systems. Last week, our 

northern neighbors at Munson declared their status as “Red,” and this week, Spectrum Health  

followed suit. Healthcare staffing is at critical mass for a number of  reasons, and some services 

have had to be temporarily discontinued or deferred due to lack of  available clinical and service 

staff. Staff  members are “all hands on deck” working extra shifts, or working in different 

positions to allow professional staff  to fill in on the clinical side. In short, they are exhausted and 

disheartened to see the drastic increase in very sick patients (both Covid and non-Covid) waiting 

for beds in acute care, ICU, and Emergency Departments everywhere. The public, generally 

expecting quick turnarounds in seeing caregivers, are now disgruntled by long waits and slower 

response times. Tempers flare among families seeking care, and increasingly, behavioral and  

mental health issues are finding their way into the ER, with patients often experiencing physical 

symptoms, as well. Healthcare providers still are dealing with people who are unwilling to wear 

their masks coming into the hospital, and who are otherwise noncompliant with protocols for 

health and safety. 
 

Bishop Bard addressed our greater church with his encouragement of  flu shots and continuing 

established protocols for mitigating the Covid virus, out of  “care for the wellbeing of  others in 

the spirit of  Jesus.”  What does this mean for us at RCUMC? 
 

For me personally this means that I will wear my mask when I am in the church building, 

whether for worship or for other events. I strongly encourage all of  us to do the right thing and 

mask up and do whatever WE can do to stop the spread of  the COVID-19 AND the influenza 

viruses. 

Thank you for being a witness to our community and our families. 

Pastor Daniel Hofmann and the Leadership Team 
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AT HOME: Ellen Rambadt, Terry Kooiker, Joan Johnson 
 

CANCER CONCERNS: Jennifer Renaud, Mary Kienitz,  Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s 

brother), Rose Stieg (Linda Stieg’s sister-in-law), Jan Leusby Sims, Homer Filley (Nancy Filley’s 
brother), Geoff  Barto (Madelyn Barto’s son), Greg Hornbaker  
 

ON-GOING: Michael Teesdale (twin brother of  Sheila), Marilyn Cookingham, Jeanette Wil-

son, Doris Pontz, Jerry and Sonia Peters, Pam Prichard, Stefani Thompson, Pat and Roger 

Mitchell, Butch and Jane Porteous Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie 

Kailing (Joan Williams’ niece), Tim Near 
 

HOMEBOUND/IN CARE OR REHAB FACILITIES: Anna Lee White, Nancy 

Filley, David and Betsy Randall, Gwen Ford, Janet Brinker, Joe Formentin, Doris Bittner (Sonia 

Peters’ step-mother), Mary Coon, Brent Sims (Gale Sims’ dad), Jason Kooiker (Terry and Gladys’ 

nephew)  
 

FIRST RESPONDERS AND THOSE IN THE MILITARY:  

ACTIVE DUTY: Tyler Jones (Marilyn Jones’ grandson) Air Force; Jordan Jones (Marilyn 

Jones’ grandson) Air Force; Kyle Card (Bob Goldammer’s grandson) Army; Corporal Darrien 

Sweet (Linda Sweet’s grandson), deployed to the Middle East; Jonathon Platt (David & Nedra 

Ball’s grandson) USMC; Tiffany Delcastillo (Gretchen Sayer’s step-granddaughter) Air Force; 

Lieutenant Colonel Paul Clifford (Jane Porteous Johnivan’s son-in-law) Marines; Major  

Jeremy Forman (Georgia Forman’s grandson) Army  
 

NATIONAL GUARD: Michaela Reed (Karen Webb’s great-niece)  

  

Our sympathy, love and prayers are extended to the family and friends of  Conda 

Garner, mother of  Jerry Garner, who passed away November 1 at the age of  71; 

and the family and friends of Jack Rambadt, brother of  Kevin Rambadt, who 

passed away November 14 at the age of  72. 

Graylyn Jean Allen was born November 18 to Justin and Tracy Allen. 

Graylyn weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz. and was 20 inches long. She is also welcomed 

by her two big brothers, Gunner and Griffin; grandparents, Rick and De-

nise Allen; great-grandmother, Marilyn Sengelaub and great-grandfather, 

Perry Allen. Graylyn is also the great-granddaughter of  the late Wayne 

Sengelaub and Sandy Allen. God’s blessings! 

 

 

 

THIS INFORMATION IS 

NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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Our Coat Pantry Is In Need  

of Donations of All Outerwear items —  

especially boots and gloves and infant/children’s sizes 
 

The Pantry is open every Wednesday   
10:30 am – 1:30 pm through winter 

 If you have questions call Chris, Coat Pantry Coordinator • 231-250-2790 

GFWC (General Federation of Women’s 

Clubs) Hosts 

Free Christmas Dinner for  

Reed City Senior Citizens 

Saturday, December 4 •Noon 

in the Reed City United  

Methodist Church  

Fellowship Hall 

Please make a reservation by  

Saturday, November 27 by calling:  

Sally Plummer • 231-832-9662 

 

 

 

Crossroads Harmony Chorus Presents: 

Free Holiday Concert 

Sing We Now of  Christmas 
      Sunday, December 5 • 3 pm and 

Saturday, December 11 • 7 pm 

St. Paul Lutheran Church,  

22275 Four Mile Road, Reed City 

  5 – Bonnie Dalman;  9 – Judy Dettloff 

 11 – Diane Lodholtz; 21 – Mark & Amy Posey (A); 22 – Linda Backus;    23 – Tom & Sally Plummer (A), 

Eric & Leslie Thompson (A) 

25 – Walt Brzezinski; 28 – Vicki Saladin, Jim & Elena Jacobson (A); 30 – Marilyn Cookingham 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our traditional sidewalk luminaries are  
always enjoyed on Christmas Eve.  
We are looking for people to help. 

Please sign up in the narthex, 
or call the church office by  

Monday, December 20. Thank you! 

It’s time to order 

poinsettias to grace our 

Christmas altar. Cost is 

$16 for each plant. Order 

deadline is Sunday,  

December 12. If  you would like your 

poinsettia to be in honor or in memory of  

someone, please indicate so on your giving 

envelope, or call the church office  

(832-9441) with the information. You may 

take your poinsettia home following the 

Christmas Eve service. 

 

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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ATTENDANCE 
 

October 31: In Person 56; Online 71 

November 7: In Person 56; Online 94 

November 14: In Person 40; Online 137 

November 21: In Person 62; Online 147 
 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING COUNTERS 

FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

December 5: Betty Maples, Dave & Carol Posey 

December 12: Brenda Marsh, Lola Thompson 

December 19: Carrie Buss, Terri Weiss 

December 26: Sandy Gingrich, Linda Stieg  

GENERAL FUND OFFERING 
 

October 31: $2,151.73 

November 7: $4,596.66 

November 14: $1,770.00 

November 21: $4,176.00 
 

Income to-date (November 22) $172,581.25 

Expenses to-date (November 22) $141,392.55 
 

A full report on General Fund 

and Designated Funds 

is posted on the wall  

across from the church office. 

JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE IS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 

PLEASE HAVE ALL INFORMATION TO 

CAROLYN IN A TIMELY MANNER TO 

ENSURE THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER IS 

COMPLETED BY DECEMBER 20.  

THIS WILL BE A BRIEF VERSION OF THE 

NEWSLETTER. THANK YOU! 

 

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ON THE WEBSITE 
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Our special Christmas offering will be equally divided between three worthy ministries:  

 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, for people in our congregation and community needing 

assistance. 

 Love INC, which helps people in Osceola and Wexford counties with a variety of  

needs. 

 UMCOR Disaster Relief, which assists with any natural disasters. 

Items Sought for Eagle Village Christmas  

We are once again “adopting” Eagle Village youth for Christmas. There are 18 girls and 
18 boys to provide gifts for this year. The following items are needed: 

All items need to be dropped off  to the church no later than Monday, December 13. 
Thank you for your support of  this Christmas mission project. 

 Gloves 
 Hats 
 Colorful socks 
 Bubble pop fidgets 
 Squishy balls 
 Composition journals (no spiral bound) 

 Coloring books and crayons 
 Paint and paint brushes 
 Lotion 
 Hair brushes 
 Body spray for boys 
 Nail polish for girls 

FOOD PANTRY ITEM OF THE MONTH 

BOTTLES OF MUSTARD OR CATSUP (ANY BRAND OR VARIETY) 

You may place your donations in the hamper in the church entryway. 

THANK YOU! 
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LEADERSHIP TEAM UPDATE 
 

Our season of gratitude continues with the transition to Advent, and we are reminded of the many 

blessings that lie before us as this time of watchful waiting progresses. 

We invite you to look for ways to express gratitude throughout the season ahead. We know there are 

many hurts and needs within our families, our church, our community, our nation and our world.  

Perhaps we can do our part to make things a little easier, a little happier, and a little more peaceful.   

It has been a tradition over the past years to share some love (in the form of food delights) with our 

local first responders and healthcare workers on Christmas Eve. We have bags with homemade goodies 

and other healthy treats for those who work the holiday shifts, caring for those among us who are ill or 

injured or experiencing tragedy. If you show your love by baking, please consider providing some of your 

special goodies in that way—and if it’s easier for you to supply a cash donation to the project, we invite 

you to do that by designating a “Christmas Eve Bag” gift with your Sunday offering, or by submitting it 

to the office. If you are one of the “bakers and food makers,” please sign up on the narthex bulletin 

board so we know what to expect in advance. If you have questions, please connect with Sheri T at 

231-357-5551 or email: milkmaidT@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

In wrapping up the year of Leadership Team work, we reflect on what has been accomplished, as well 

as the projects that are to be completed in the new year. We are grateful for the support of our church 

community in trusting that we’re “taking care of business” in the operational aspects of our church 

home.   

The transition of pastors is always a busy time within a church. We are grateful that Pastor Daniel has 

embraced his role of shepherding our flock, and has been observing and praying for discernment as we 

lean into re-establishing ministry teams and goal-setting to assist the Leadership and lighten the load.  

When the VCI project changed our organizational structure several years ago, the Leadership Team was 

designed to be a governance group.  Enter Covid, with the disbanding of our church work committees and 

in-person meetings, and the Leadership Team took on those varied responsibilities as the sole operational 

structure of the church. Much of the work of those previous “committees” has been accomplished by the 

Leadership Team, and has been done silently and behind the scenes. It has been a full load for our core 

leadership!   

Regretfully, there remains work that has not been fulfilled and needs to be re-imagined and re-engaged. 

You’ll hear more from our Pastor and the L.T. in the months to come. We are anxious to get back to our 

full operation of outreach and mission—so please prayerfully consider how you can be helpful in using 

your spiritual gifts! 

Among the most immediate needs of the Leadership Team are those associated with Trustee duties.  

We’ve been blessed with several people who have responded to our needs for additional expert help in 

that area (THANK YOU!), but are looking for a few individuals who would be willing to resume the role 

of the previous Trustee committee of the church. If you have interest or a skill set in that area, please 

offer your assistance! Thanks to those who have stepped up these past couple of years, our church is in 

fine shape—and we want to be sure that it stays that way!  

This is indeed a “season of gratitude”—a season that knows no beginning or end. Our greatest gift 

awaits in the manger! Our Savior of hope, love, peace, and joy comes to all of us. Let us rejoice and be 

glad—and grateful in the good news!   

mailto:milkmaidT@yahoo.com
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Sunday, December 12 – Poinsettia Deadline 
 
Monday, December  13 – January Newsletter 

items due today;  
 Eagle Village Christmas items due today 
 
Sunday, December 19 – Christmas Program  

“At the Manger” presented by our children 
and youth during Worship at 9:30 am 
 

Wednesday, December 22 • 7:30 pm –  
 Live Nativity at Albright Camp  
 

Monday December 20 – Christmas Caroling • Meet at Hersey UMC • 6 pm 
 
Friday, December 24  – Christmas Eve Service • 7 pm • RCUMC Sanctuary 

Church Office Holiday Closing 
Carolyn will be on holiday and vacation leave  

December 24 through January 3.  
The church office will be closed during this time.  

If  you have an emergency need,  
please call Pastor Daniel at 231-734-2733.  

We wish all of  you a blessed and safe Christmas 
and a New Year filled with God’s richest blessings!  


