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The Reed 
The United Methodist Church of Reed City 

Learn — Grow — Serve — Share 

June 2020 

Coming Back to Worship in Person 
It seems these day that we all have the same question, “When do you think 

we will be back?” The answer is quite simple, “I don’t know.” There are a lot of 
factors to consider and the guidance of many experts to take into account. I 

know that for some of us it seems like it is taking forever and for others it feels 
way too soon. As we learned last week, the stay at home order can continue to 

be extended and even though our President gave us permission to resume, we 

have to decide if that is the best option for our context. There are many  

possibilities of when we might come back and just as many regarding how our 

first worship experiences might look. So my answer is truthful when I say, I 

don’t know. 

Here are a few things I do know. I do know this will not last forever. I also 
know that the leadership of our church is even now considering our risk level 

and creating a plan for moving forward. We are considering what is best for the 
spiritual, mental, emotional, and physical health of our congregation. I know 

that even when we do transition back to meeting in person we will continue to 
come to you via the web and the radio, so you can decide whether or not you 

feel ready. Most importantly, I know that God is still at work within and 
through us. Even though we aren’t meeting in person the Holy Spirit is holding 

us together, and we are all sharing the Gospel message in our own contexts and 
situations. Hold strong, friends. This season of separation will come to an end, 

and God will have strengthened us through it. 
 

Flooding Assistance 
We are all aware that last week tragedy struck when the  

Edenville and Sanford dams failed, and many people were  

evacuated due to impending flood waters. We are always quick 

to respond to disaster, but this one is close to home and for many 
of us, directly affects someone we know. As always, the United 

Methodist Church responded and was on scene to help  

immediately. While there has not been a call for volunteers there has been a call 

for supplies and donations. The Michigan Conference Disaster Response Team 
has been working with the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

to address the needs and create a plan for help. If you would like to learn more 

about how you can help or where you can donate visit: 

http://michiganumc.org/update-on-mid-michigan-flooding/. You can also 

mail a check to the following address. 

Michigan Conference Ministry Center North 

1161 East Clark Rd. Suite 212, Dewitt, MI 48820 

http://michiganumc.org/update-on-mid-michigan-flooding/
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10:00 a.m. Worship Service  
Worship Services Broadcast:  

Radio: WDEE 97.3 FM – 10:00 a.m. Sunday  

AND on Facebook and YouTube  
 

OUR CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Kristen Coristine ........................................................  Pastor 
Carolyn Sims........................................................ Office Manager 
Courtney Piercey ....................................... Chancel Choir Director 

Organist ................................................................. Sally Andrews 

 

June 7 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13; 

Matthew 28:16-20 
“The Father, Son and The Holy Ghost” 

 

June 14 

Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7; 
Matthew 9:35-10:8, 9-23 
“Is There Any Hope?” 

 
 

June 21 

Romans 6:1b-11;  
Matthew 10:24-39 

“Doing Right” 

 

June 28 

Genesis 22:1-4; 
Matthew 10:40-42 

“It’s Not Always Easy” 

         Date                        Theme/Scripture 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS FOR JUNE 
 

We decided not to list Worship Assistants this month. 

We don’t know when Worship will resume. 

Until we are able to meet again collectively,  
please keep in touch with one another 

by phone, email, mailing cards  

or however you are comfortable doing so. 

 
ATTENDANCE AND 
FINANCE FIGURES 

A Report on our Presence and Gifts for Christ's Church 
 

 

Attendance:  
YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL, FACEBOOK, 

LETTER, AND/OR PHONE CALL  
WHEN WORSHIP WILL RESUME 

 

 

Financial Update:  
General Fund Offerings: 

April 26 and May 3 – $2,120.00 
May 10 – $5,381.66 

 

Income-to-Date (as of 5/27/20) = $62,704.41  
Expenses-to-Date = $61,506.22 

 
 

The tithes and offerings that are mailed in or dropped off 
to the church office are a HUGE BLESSING!  

Thank you SO MUCH for your faithfulness to God 
during this pandemic. 

 

A full report on general fund and designated funds  



14 A Father’s Legacy 
 

For Joseph Dodson, the pressures and responsi-
bilities of parenthood felt compounded when he and 
his wife adopted a son. Dodson, a Bible professor, 
wonders if Jesus’ earthly father also struggled with 
doubts and fears. 

Scripture doesn’t say much about Joseph, but he 
clearly left Jesus “A significant legacy,” Dodson 
writes in Bible Study Magazine. Joseph obeyed  
God – despite the risk to his reputation – by  
marrying a pregnant woman. Joseph, a son of Da-
vid, raised the Son of David as his very own. To pro-
tect his family he fled to Egypt, foreshadowing the “new exodus” of Jesus’ 
saving ministry. And Joseph heard neighbors mock Jesus as “the  
carpenter’s son.” 

“Joseph taught Jesus much more than woodworking,” Dodson writes, 
“He modeled for his adopted son how, for God’s glory, he must drink the 
Father’s cup no matter the cost.” 

 

The Origin of  Father’s Day 
One Sunday in 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd listened to a sermon honor-

ing mothers. Her mother had died some years before, so her father had 
raised her by himself. Dodd wondered why there wasn’t a day to honor 
fathers, so she arranged a tribute to her father at a church in Spokane, 
Washington. The date was June 19, 1910. Many people believe this was 
the beginning of Father’s Day. 

Another account holds that a West Virginia church held a tribute ser-
vice for fathers in 1908, following a mine explosion that killed 360 men. 
Regardless of which story is correct, President Calvin Coolidge was the 
first president to designate a special day to honor fathers. In 1924, he 
proclaimed the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. 

 

What Is a Dad? 
A dad is someone who wants to catch you before you fall, 
but instead picks you up, brushes you off, and lets you try again. 
 
A dad is someone who wants to keep you from making mistakes,  
but instead lets you find your own way,  
even though his heart breaks in silence when you get hurt. 
 
A dad is someone who holds you when you cry,  
scolds you when you break the rules,  
shines with pride when you succeed,  
and has faith in you even when you fail. 

— The Newsletter Newsletter, June 2018 
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Dear Pastor Kristen and Reed City United 
Methodist Church family, 

The family of Mary Erler would like to 
thank you for all your kindness at the loss 
of our mom. Thank you to Pastor Kristen 

for your direction and leadership in  
planning the service. You helped make the 

process easier. Many thanks to the ladies who prepared and served the nice 
luncheon, which was delicious and much appreciated. So much to be  
thankful for! 

Dave Erler, Woody and Dottie Lehr, Gordon and Betty Erler,  
Brian and Roxie Erler, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren 

 

Dear Friends, 
Thank so much for all the thoughts and cards on my 90th birthday! May 

the God of love and peace be with all of you. 
Thanks so much, 
Ken Andrews 

Swaddled in God’s Law of Love 
 

Pastor John Edgerton tells of 
swaddling his two-week-old baby 
to help her feel secure. She loved 
being wrapped tightly in a soft 
blanket and would lie quietly  
until she managed to work a tiny 
arm lose. Then she would scream until someone re-
wrapped her. 

Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection 
with God’s law, given so people can live in peace. “I know 
that I’m supposed to do the right things, but I’m always 
wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very quickly my life falls 
into a state of disarray.” 

We have all experienced this. We know we are to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, yet we often ignore their needs. 
Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle around it: 
“That’s too naïve for this day and age.” But then relation-
ships crumble, life feels crazy and we recognize that, in 
large part, we have done it to ourselves. Over and over, we 
wiggle out of the soft swaddle of God’s law of love, only to 
flail. Thankfully like a loving parent, God wraps us up 
anew, holds us close and saves us from ourselves – again. 

— The Newsletter Newsletter, June 2020 
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Pentecost 
This year Sunday May 31 is the day we  

celebrate Pentecost. In Acts 2:1-21 we learn what 
happened on the day when the Holy Spirit came 
to the apostles. They had stayed in Jerusalem as 
Jesus had instructed them at the Ascension. They 
were telling people about Jesus and waiting for 

the helper to come. On the day of Pentecost they 
were gathered with a large crowd of people from 
all different places. Jerusalem was like New 
York, people from all cultures gathered there. 
While they would have had a working ability to  
understand each other on that day they heard 
each other in their own language.  

Imagine you were communicating with someone who was speaking Spanish 
and you heard their words in English. This is essentially the reuniting of  
humanity. In Genesis, after the flood, the people decided they didn’t need God 

and began building a tower to heaven. God then decided they needed to be 
humbled a bit and gave them all a different language. As you can imagine this 
brought the progress on the tower to a screeching halt. That was the Tower of 
Babel. On the day of Pentecost God undoes the separation He caused at  
Babel by giving the people a common language, understood only through the 
Holy Spirit. There were also tongues of fire resting above each person’s head, 
just in case they might think this new power came from anywhere but God. 

There are a couple of Pentecost “rumors” that are kind of true but not really. 

We have heard Pentecost referred to as the birth of the Church. This is true in 

the fact that Pentecost is the big kick-off, but the reality is that the church had 

begun to come into existence during Jesus’ life. Pentecost was more of a green 

light to hit the ground running than the very beginning. Also, some people hold 

the understanding that the Holy Spirit came into existence on that day. This is 

also not true. The Holy Spirit, like Jesus, has been in existence since the very 

beginning. Some might amend it to say that Pentecost was the day the Holy 

Spirit came to earth. This is also not true. Scripture tells us that the Holy Spirit 

has been present in our world since Creation. Pentecost was, however, the first 

time that humanity had a personal interaction with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 

had been with us always, but now we could experience and interact with it. 

 

Bring A Box of Cereal 

For the Food Pantry 
What a joy it has been to see the contributions to our 

Food Pantry! During the month of June, we are asking for 
donations of boxes of cereal of any type. You may leave 

your donation in the hamper next to the front door of the 

church. Thank you for all of your gifts! 

13 

Pastor Kristen’s Page, continued 
When we look at other people’s actions 
through our lenses and decide whether they 

are right or wrong, we are doing them a  
disservice and setting ourselves up for  
unnecessary frustration. 

We all have our own reasons for being  

judgmental of our neighbors. Maybe it is out of fear for our own 
health or sanity. It could be the threat that for anyone else to be 
right means I’m wrong. For me, as a self-proclaimed super dooper 

rule follower, its often about envy. When I am begrudgingly  
following the rules and I see someone else break them, it is all too 
easy to be jealous of their ability to break the rules. Whatever the 

reason the temptation is for all of us to judge one another.  
Scripture tells us that it is not our 
responsibility, but we do it anyway. 

This season that we are in tends 
toward added stress and short  
tempers. We easily fly off the handle 
because the unknown and fear for 

our own safety has left us an  
emotional powder keg. That’s not 
what God wants for us. God wants 

us to experience grace. God wants 
us to know that even when we do 

get on our high horse there is forgiveness. With all of us under 

stress the natural tendency is to become explosive with each other 
when in reality what we should be doing is offering grace. We 
need to remember that other people have realities that are 

different from ours, and we need to stop villainizing people who 
make decisions we wouldn’t make. Instead of judging, ask God to 
help us offer grace. 

This won’t always be easy. There will be people who seem to 
just not care. Those people deserve grace too. My goal for the 
month of June is to respond to the judgment welling up in me 
with an attempt to see the other person’s perspective. I hope that 

you will join me in this endeavor. May God extend grace to all of 
us and in turn may we be able to share just a little with our neigh-
bors. 

Pastor Kristen 
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On Judging  
I grew up on a farm. We were one of 

those farm families where multiple 

generations lived on the same property. 
My grandparents lived over the ‘crick’ and 
down the lane about an eighth of a mile. 
There were some incredible benefits to 

this. My parents rarely had to scrounge up 
a babysitter, we had double the outside 
space to play in, and Grandma almost always had ice cream or 

popsicles! There were also some challenges. Perhaps the most 
challenging was that unless the field in between was planted in 
corn we could see each other’s houses. This doesn’t seem like a 

big deal, but it brought lots of questions and sometimes  
judgments. While it worked both ways, it was more often my 
grandmother who was the accusing party. “Who was that blue 

car? What did they want?” “You guys got home late last night.” 
“You got home from college at 2 and it’s 7. Why are you just now 
coming to see me?” It was a perfect combination of not enough to 
do and too much to see. 

The longer we stay sheltering in our homes the worse I see us 
becoming about judging our neighbors (both physical and social 
media neighbors). We get so caught up in the realities within our 

own homes that we begin to judge everyone around us. We can’t 
help but notice the neighbors who have had friends over for  
dinner every week, or the people who went on vacation when we 

were supposed to be hunkering down. We side eye the mask-less 
faces in the grocery store, and roll our eyes at the idea of leaving 
our mail sit in the mailbox until Sunday night so that any  

potential virus would have time to die before we touch it. 
We all have our own opinions and have decided what this time 

calls for. This can be good. It is important that we do our research 

and are well informed of the risks and recommendations, but the 
difficulty comes when we try to apply our rules to other people’s 
realities. Perhaps the neighbor who has dinner guests needs other 
people to survive their mental health. Maybe people who are  

traveling do so because ailing health means those opportunities 
could cease at any moment. Perhaps wearing a mask causes  
claustrophobia in a way that triggers panic attacks. That person 

who avoids touching their mail may be immune-compromised.  
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Honoring Significant Men 

in Our Lives 

Father’s Day Special Offering 

United Methodist  

Committee on Relief  

(UMCOR) 
 

Honor your Father, Grandfather or a Special Man in your life with a gift  

(suggested donation of $10.00 or more)  

that will support UMCOR. 
 

Please fill out all of the necessary information below, and make your check 
payable to Reed City United Methodist Church, with the notation 

“UMCOR – Father’s Day Offering.” 

 
Return completed form and full payment  

to the church office 
no later than Sunday, June  14 

 
   Please list my gift in the bulletin as follows: 

 

In memory or honor (please circle one) of _________________ 
 

Relationship to you ____________________________ 
 
In memory or honor (please circle one) of _________________ 
 
Relationship to you ____________________________ 
 
Your name ___________________ Phone _________ 
 

Total amount attached $____________ 
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 1 – John Williams, 
 Timothy & Cinda  Locker 
(A), Chris &  Rhonda Lockhart 
(A) 
 2 – Mary Zook 

 3 – Tammi Buell, Tim Bregg 
 6 – Ken & Sally Andrews (A), 
 Jim & Marilyn Hicks (A) 
 7 – John & Joan Williams (A) 
 8 – Bob Patterson 
 9 – Christine Cox 
10 – Judy Hare, Lola Thompson 
11 – Roger & Lois Horchner (A) 
13 – Chuck & Barb Schneider (A), 
 Bob & Diane Lodholtz (A) 

14 – Jane Porteous-Johnivan 
16 – Isiah Long,  

 David & Carol Posey (A) 
17 – Jessica Wolters 
20 – Walt & Kathy  
  Brzezinski (A) 
22 – Judy Knuttila 

23 – Jerry & Sonia Peters (A) 
25 – Rick & Denise Allen (A) 
26 – Anna Lee White (93 years!), 
 Bob Goldammer 
27 – Matthew Vanderhoof, 
 John & Carolyn Engel  
      (50th anniversary!), 
 Ron & Lois Ingraham (A) 
30 – Ryan & Katy Ward (A) 

Our sympathy, love and prayers are extended to the family and 

friends of Kermit Hainley, founder of Eagle Village, who passed 

away May 16 at the age of 86. 
 

Twin boys, Eliot James and Emmit Jay Bearss were born April 
22 to Caitlin and Josh Bearss. Eliot weighed 7 lbs., 11 oz. and was 
21 inches long; Emmit weighed 7 lbs. and was 20 inches long. 

They are also welcomed by their big sisters, Margaret and Violet; 
grandpa, Bruce Jones; and great-grandma, Marilyn Jones. Eliot 

and Emmit are also the great-grandsons of the late Erv Jones. 

Brixley Soo Verley was born May 1 to Cameron and Kristin Verley. Brixley 
weighed 8 lbs., 2 oz. and was 20.5 inches long. She is also welcomed by her  
great-grandma, Angelia Spencer. 

 

New Address: 
Tammi Buell, 1060 Aaron Drive, #404, DeWitt, MI 48820 
Tammi, we will miss you, but we wish you God’s blessings in your new home. 

Highly Esteemed 
After returning from a lengthy mission trip overseas, John Huffman and 

his fellow passengers were held up in customs for two hours. When he  
finally made it to the packed airport lobby, Huffman realized it might take a 
while to find his family. But suddenly his 3 year-old daughter ran toward 
him yelling, “Daddy! Daddy! That’s my daddy!” and launched into his arms. 

“What a welcome,” he writes. “I have never felt so loved and acknow-
ledged in my life.” Perhaps that’s how God feels when we call on His name 
in worship and prayer, acknowledging Him as our Heavenly Father, and 
honoring Him above all else. — The Newsletter Newsletter, June 2020 

 
 
 

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT 
AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE 
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Leadership Team News, continued 
 
How will we determine personal safety on Sunday mornings at  
worship? Masks? Sanitization? We can handle all that. What about 
passing of the peace? Greeters? Hugging and handshakes? Coffee 
fellowship? Not so likely for now. What about Bible study? Ministry 
task forces? Music? Sunday School? All of these activities, and many 
more, are still TBD, but plans will develop. We just ask that each of 
us resolve to be flexible and care about one another.   

How can you help? For one, continue to pray. Pray for all things 

and all situations and all people. There are so many who would cov-
et your prayers right now!  Stay connected via prayer chain 

messages and Pastor’s online morning studies and evening prayers. 

Worship with Pastor via radio or online on Sunday mornings, or via 

recordings through our church website or on YouTube. Participate in 
the needs of the church. We need assistance from ‘sewers’ willing to 
make masks for our congregation. If you can help, please email or 
call the office to let us know. If you need materials, we can round 

those up for you! If you have a yearning to groom the church 
grounds, let us know if you’d be able to help mow, trim, pull weeds, 
etc. Support the church financially  by giving to the fullest extent you 

are able. We know financial hardship is a part of these times, but 
your support will help us to continue to go forward, meeting needs 

and covering expenses as they increase. As much of the work being 
done in and around church is already performed by volunteers, we 
don’t have much wiggle room in our operating budget. Thank you 
to all who are helping keep us lean! 

This long-awaited reuniting—however it looks—is evolving. As 

we piece together the puzzle, it will take shape, and you’ll be a part 
of it. In the time to come, be watching for a letter from Pastor  
Kristen and church leadership, outlining as best we can how we  
anticipate starting anew, and when. Open this letter not with  
trepidation, but with anticipation and optimism that we can look 
forward to new opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ.  
Some of those opportunities will feel comfortable and familiar, and 
some will feel fresh and exciting. Just be willing to be flexible, and 
come with an open heart. 

For now--be in prayer and in service. Be kind, and stay well. 
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Leadership Team News 
 
In last month’s Leadership Team updates, we began to discuss 

some of the possibilities for bringing our church back together in  
congregate worship after this time of separation. While much has 
been learned in the weeks following our preliminary musings, 
COVID-19 has not presented us with many clues as to how to  
navigate these next weeks and months. Many mysteries remain to be 
solved. 

Among those things we know: we miss each other, and we want 
to be safe. How to accomplish both coming together and keeping one 
another healthy is less known. As you’ve seen in media of all types, 
there are many widely varying opinions as to how to best open our 
society and what is required to be safe. There is just no agreement on 
how to make it all work. What isn’t mired political posturing is  
presented in predictive models based on historical and scientific  
observation. As Christians, we pray for wisdom and discernment, 
and we trust in the Lord as our anchor and rock. 

As of this writing, we’re waiting on information from our  
Governor, and the guidance of our Bishop, and we wonder how our 
church will look when we come together again. We do have a good 
idea that, at least initially, things will look a little--or a lot--different. 
It’s a good idea to remain open-minded, and to try to ‘re-imagine’ 
church. While we will do our best to provide a safe worship and 
gathering experience, there may be some limits on numbers, on  
spacing, on ways of doing things. This is not a time to be selfish in 
our notions of worship ‘wants’ and ‘preferences’. It is a time to be 
selfless, and to come together as we are able in a spirit of generosity 
and willingness to bend and flex, and to be nimble and accept some 
changes as needed. Can we put aside our individual wishes to 
include everyone in an honest discussion, knowing that we’re not 
going to relish all that comes from the conversation? We must! We 
may well need to put aside some “favorite practices” for now and 
seek ways to move forward without saying, ‘we can’t do that, we’ve 

never done it that way before!’  
The problem is, we can’t tell you exactly how this will all look, or 

when it will come about. We will plan with great care to be safe, but 
everyone needs to help out. We can tell you that worship will look 
different, but we can’t give you details quite yet. Will we be able to 

offer communion? Yes, but it won’t be as it was before ‘all this’ came 
to pass. Will online/radio worship still take place? Most certainly.  
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Cancer Concerns: Mary Kienitz, Roger Sampson, Bruce Leusby (Linda Stieg’s 

brother), Rose Stieg (Linda Stieg’s sister-in-law), Jennifer Formentin Re-
naud, Father Joe Fix, Jan Leusby Sims, Homer Filley (Nancy’s brother), 
Lonnie VanHorn, Geoff Barto (Madelyn Barto’s son), Greg Hornbaker  

 

On-Going: Doris Pontz, Ken Andrews, Harry Stuck, David & Betsy Randall, 

Jay Ball (David & Nedra’s grandson) Norma & Don Bow, Jerry and Sonia 
Peters, Lois Bregg, Pat and Roger Mitchell, Butch & Jane Porteous  

 Johnivan, Rick Noder, Angie Kailing (niece of Joan Williams), Marilyn 
Hicks, Pam Prichard, Stefani Thompson, Ezra Sims (Tammy Solis’ dad),  

 Tim Near, Judy Dettloff 
 

Homebound/In Care or Rehab Facilities: Rod Rugg, Janet Brinker, Brent and 

Marla Sims (Gale Sims’ parents), Gwen Ford, Mildred Williams, Joe  
 Formentin, Doris Bittner (step-mother of Sonia Peters), Mary Coon,  
 Eleanore Califf (aunt of Linda Owen) 
 

Upon Tragic Flooding: The people affected in the Midland/Sanford areas from 

the dam failures 
 

First Responders and those in the Military:  

 Active Duty: Tyler Jones (grandson of Marilyn Jones) in Air Force,  

Deployed to Jordan; Major Adam Betz (husband of Tisa Thompson Betz) 

stationed in Washington DC; Cameron Clark (grandson of Mary Clark) in 

Army, stationed in Wahiawa, Hawaii; Kyle Card (grandson of Bob Gol-

dammer) in Army, stationed in Sembach, Germany; Corporal Darrien 

Sweet (grandson of Linda Sweet), deployed to the Middle East; Jonathon 

Platt (grandson of David & Nedra Ball) USMC; Brittanee Sayer 

(granddaughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Army, stationed in Poland; Tiffany 

Delcastillo (step-grand-daughter of Gretchen Sayer) in Air Force, based out 

of S. Carolina, deployed worldwide; Shayna Sayer Burke (granddaughter of 

Gretchen Sayer) in Air Force Military Police, stationed in Dover,  

Delaware; Major Paul Clifford (son in-law of Jane Porteous Johnivan) in 

the Marines, stationed in California; Jeremy Forman (grandson of Georgia 
Forman) Commander of Air Born Military Police in North Carolina;  

Jordan Jones (grandson of Marilyn Jones) in Air Force deployed to United 

Arab Emirates 
 

 National Guard: Michaela Reed (great-niece of Karen Webb)  

 
 
 

THIS INFORMATION IS NOT 
AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE 
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